        FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
   January 8, 2012

Prelude                                           Epiphany Noёl                                          Balbastre                                                        
Introit:  
How blest are they who make God’s law their treasure and delight;



And meditate upon that word with gladness day and night.

Call to Worship

*Hymn No. 63                  As With Gladness Men of Old                                  DIX         
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)
Almighty God, when thoughts that come most quickly to my mind are not loving and not hopeful, where is my soul, if not in slumber?
When words that form unbidden on my tongue express no confidence in you, nor grace, where is my heart, if not lifeless and cold?
When powers not friendly to you do as they please in my life,
where is my will, if not utterly surrendered?
When the light of the world reflects everywhere except my imagination,
where is that light in me?
Forgive me, O God, awaken my soul.  Warm my heart.  Embolden my will.  And let the light of Christ shine from me, now and forever.  Amen!
*Assurance of Pardon 

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                         And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

First Lesson:  Psalm 29 (p. 438)                                                             Josh Kooistra   
One:
The Word of the  Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
*please stand if you are able

Children’s Minute:                                                                          Marybeth Timmer
          (The children are invited to come forward and assist with gathering the blankets to be

           given to In The Image.)  

Hymn No. 66      We Three Kings (stanza 5)          THREE KINGS OF ORIENT         
Second Lesson:  Matthew 1: 1-11 (p. 783)

One:  The Word of the Lord.

All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon:                                       The First Word                               Rev. Jeff Munroe
*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 65              What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright  









    PUER NOBIS NASCITUR                                    
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem:
Thou Must Leave Thy Lowly Dwelling


     Berlioz

Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare; Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share. Loving father, loving mother, shelter Thee with tender care. Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee with humble love and holy fear; in the land that lies before Thee, forget not us who linger here! May the shepherds lowly calling ever to Thy heart be dear! Blest are ye beyond all measure, Thou happy father, mother mild. Guard ye well your Heavenly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild.

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                                   Deacon Mark Bulthuis
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here 
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.  Amen.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 67  Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning     MORNING STAR                                                          

                                    (repeat stanza 1 after singing stanza 4)
*Benediction:


                                                      
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world, Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that… Jesus is Lord!
Choral Response
*Postlude                       

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Munroe
Liturgist:  Linda Ballast
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch
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