        EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
   October 16, 2011

Prelude                                     Ode to Joy                                       Beethoven/Maggs

                                          Prelude & Fugue in C Major                    J.S. Bach                                                                  
Choral Introit:
This is the day the Lord has made; 



He calls us as His own.




Let heaven rejoice, let earth be glad, 


        And praise surround the throne.

Call to Worship 
*Hymn No. 483   Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above    MIT FREUDEN ZART     
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

To you, O God, I lie exposed, exactly as I am, and in your eyes the fine print of my life reads like a billboard. I do not like to acknowledge my sins even to myself, and the pain they have caused me I would sooner forget. But it is hopeless to lie to myself, and useless to lie to you. So I confess it all: anger and jealousy,  gossip and lust,  ingratitude and selfishness, greedy hands and envious eyes, speaking words that I knew would hurt, and holding back apologies that I knew would heal – all these sins and a thousand more, I confess them all. Forgive my sins, I pray, that they may lose their grip on me, and that I might begin my life anew, fresh and clean, here and now, through Jesus Christ. Amen

*Assurance of Pardon 
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                        And also with you.

*please stand if you are able

Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

First Lesson:   Psalm 122 (p. 498)                                                 Leslie Vander Hoff
One:
The Word of the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Minute:
                                                                          Marybeth Timmer
   Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the 
   Children’s Minute and then attend Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew.
Handbell Anthem

There is a Balm in Gilead                                  arr. McChesney        
Second Lesson:   Acts 9: 17-25 (p. 893)


One:  The Word of the Lord.


All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                  An Escape Story                                      Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)                                     
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 282    If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee  
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem                      He That Shall Endure


     Mendelssohn
                                                      (from Elijah)
*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                                   Deacon Mark Bulthuis 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 388                O Jesus, I Have Promised                   ANGEL’S STORY                                                                                   

*Benediction:


                                                      
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,

Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…

Jesus is Lord!
*Choral Response

The Lord bless you and keep you:The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

*Postlude                                    Sonata in D                                            Franceschini                               
                                                   (Con brio)
                                         WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch
Bella Quatra Handbell Quartet
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