        FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
   November 27, 2011

Prelude                       Fantasy on “What Child is This?”                                        Purvis                                                        
Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                     The Tillema Family
*Hymn No. 11 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?    VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN         
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

Spirit of God, we are easily swayed by size, equating quantity with quality,

wealth with security, and numbers with success.  Forgive our shallowness, we pray, and enable us in this Advent season to look deep into the things of  life, lest we miss the babe in the stable, the lad in the carpenter shop, the teacher on the hillside, or the Christ on the cross. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon 

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                         And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

First Lesson:  Psalm 128 (p. 499)                                                           Helen Phillips   
One:
The Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Sacrament of Baptism                                                                          Dr. Louis Lotz

Liam John Eckstein
(Children ages 4 through 4th grade may be dismissed to Worship Centers following baptism)
*please stand if you are able

Baptismal Response:            I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry

Second Lesson:  Mark 9: 33-37; 10: 13-16 (pgs. 821 & 822)

One:  The Word of the Lord.

All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon:                       Hugging Other People’s Children                            Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 304                     Jesus Loves Me                              JESUS LOVES ME
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Solo:                       Come Unto Him                                                 Handel                                          
                                     (from Messiah)
Come unto Him, all ye that labour, come unto Him, ye that are heavy laden, and He will give you rest. Take His yoke upon you, and learn of Him, for he is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                                  Deacon Fred Overeem
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 308           O Sing a Song of Bethlehem                           KINGSFOLD                                                                                   

*Benediction:


                                                      
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world, Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that… Jesus is Lord!
*Postlude                                         
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz
Liturgist:  Rev. Neva Evenhouse
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch

Guest Soloist:  Kittie Piper-Schumacher
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