        SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
   December 4, 2011

Prelude                            Wachet auf, Ruf uns die Stimme                                  J.S. Bach                                                        
Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                      The Troost Family
Choral Introit:
Come, sweet season of the Wonder, come, inflame our hearts again;




Holy Vision, go before us to earth’s communion – 
God’s Amen.

*Hymn No. 9          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   VENI EMMANUEL         
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

We confess, O God, that there is more of culture than of Christ in our preparation for Christmas.  We sing of love and goodwill, yet our hearts are filled with jealousy and petty grudges.  We place packages before people.  We seek power more than peace.  We party more than we pray.  We are sorry for our shortcomings and our misdoings, our grudges and our grumbling, our doubt and our timidity.  Forgive us yet again.  Cut through our darkness with the light of Christmas, that we might see clearly the way we are to walk, the truth we are to speak and the lives we are to lead, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen
*Assurance of Pardon 

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                         And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

First Lesson:  1 Corinthians 12: 14-26 (p. 933)                                      Terry DeVries   
One:
The Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
*please stand if you are able

Children’s Minute                                                                           Marybeth Timmer

 (Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the Children’s Minute and then attend Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew.)
Anthem:


  A Shoot Shall Come Forth


                 Horn

A shoot shall come forth out of Jesse, and a bud shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of life shall be with him, the spirit of wisdom and truth. Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, for the hand of a child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God. From out of the wells of salvation will he draw us the water of life; His waist shall be girdled with justice, the heart of his heart shall be love. He’ll come from the end of his heaven, and the earth shall be torn from its place; Our lives shall be filled with his radiance as floodwaters cover the sea.

Second Lesson:  Matthew 1: 18-25 (p. 783)

One:  The Word of the Lord.

All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon:                 Nobody Should Be Alone At Christmas                        Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem:

He Come to Us as One Unknown


   Busarow

He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; As though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed in darkness sown, a pulse of being stirred. He comes when souls in silence lie and thoughts of day depart; Half-seen upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky of night within the heart. He comes to us in sound of seas, the ocean’s fume and foam; Yet small and still upon the breeze, a wind that stirs the tops of trees, a voice to call us home. He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and birth; To bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a 
saving name for every child of earth. He comes in truth when faith is grown, believed, obeyed, adored: The Christ in all the Scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, our Savior and our Lord.

The Lord’s Supper (see insert)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 14                    Savior of the Nations, Come                                                                                                              

*Benediction:


                                                      
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world, Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that… Jesus is Lord!
Choral Response

                        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
*Postlude                       
Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland


       J.S. Bach




(BWV 599)


WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch
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