        THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
   December 11, 2011

Prelude                           Von Himmel Hoch, da Komm Ich her                                      Pachelbel                                                        
Choral Introit:
Come, sweet season of the Wonder, come, inflame our hearts again;




Holy Vision, go before us to earth’s communion – 
God’s Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                              The Elzinga Family      

*Hymn No. 7       Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth           MIT FREUDEN ZART        
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

Loving God, you kept your promise to bring the light into the world and to guide us into the paths of peace. You sent Jesus, and in and through him we receive salvation.

Yet, we confess to being less than faithful in our response. We have been tentative and cautious rather than bold and generous. We have feared what people think rather than speak the prophetic word. We have packed our calendars with busyness and neglected the wisdom to “be still.” We look to material things and work success to bring meaning to our lives and forget that our worth lies in being beloved children of God.

(continue in silent confession)

Redeeming God, may your coming once again reorder our priorities, renew our commitments and refashion our witness. Cast out our sin and enter in; remake us in your grace. Amen

*Assurance of Pardon 

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                                    And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

First Lesson:  Isaiah 61: 1-4 (pgs. 603-604)                                                       Larry Gerbens   
One:
The Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
*please stand if you are able

Children’s Minute                     Shepherds Show Us the Way                           Marybeth Timmer

 (Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the      

  Children’s Minute and then attend Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew.)
Anthem:

      Over the Hills Young Mary Hastes    

           Eccard/Cherwien

Over the hills young Mary hastes to see her kin Elizabeth. As Mary greets her, hands upraised, Elizabeth sings Mary’s praise and calls her Mother of the Lord. Then Mary’s heart joyfully soared: “My soul proclaims God’s greatness; my spirit now rejoices: He is my Savior and my God: He evermore is merciful”. Why sit we idly then about? Let us go also to the mount. So that our greeting may impart the Spirit’s entrance to each heart, whereby the heart glad songs shall raise and lips exult in faithful praise.                                                                            (text based on Luke 1:39 – 55) 

Second Lesson:  Luke 4: 16-22 (p. 835)

One:  The Word of the Lord.

All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon:                         Looking For God In All The Wrong Places                       Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 411                      Arise, Your Light Is Come                                FESTAL SONG                                        
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem:

           And the Glory of the Lord                                           Handel
                                                      (from Messiah)

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                                               Deacon Brian Andrew

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 332                                 Live Into Hope                                                TRURO                                                                                                                                

*Benediction:


                                                      
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world, Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that… Jesus is Lord!

Choral Response

                        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

*Postlude              



                  




WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz
Liturgist:  Rev. Neva Evenhouse

Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch
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