         FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
   December 18, 2011

Prelude                         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                               arr. Turner                                                        
Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                        The Webb Family      

*Hymn No. 13                Prepare the Way              BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN       
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

Merciful God, remember not the ill I’ve done, but for the good I’ve dreamed of doing. Remember not just how I sinned, but how many times I could have sinned, but didn’t. Remember not only how I surrendered to temptation, but how long I resisted, how strenuously I fought, how earnestly I tried. Forgive my weakness, I pray. Help me to be not just the foolish one you see now before you, but once again a fool for Thee. Forgive me for wrongs I cannot undo, for a past I cannot change. Give me your pardon, your peace. For Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
*Assurance of Pardon 

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                           And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

First Lesson:  Isaiah 9: 2-7 (p. 555)                                                      Emma Andrew   
One:
The Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Minute                     A Baby’s Birth                                 Marybeth Timmer

 (Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the      

  Children’s Minute and then attend Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew.)
Handbell Anthem:

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus    
         arr. Afdahl
           
*please stand if you are able

Second Lesson:  Luke 1: 26-38 (p. 831)

One:  The Word of the Lord.

All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon:           When The Gift You Wanted Is Not The Gift You Got         Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:   Nicene Creed (in unison)
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of          all that is seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
*Hymn No. 5              Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                         PICA
RDY                                        
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory:

                 A la Venue de Noel                                            Balbastre
*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                                 Deacon Carol Bergman

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 22           Angels, From the Realms of Glory          REGENT SQUARE                                                                                                                                                 

*Benediction:


                                                      
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world, Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that… Jesus is Lord!

*Postlude              Von Himmel Hoch, da Komm ich her                                     J.S. Bach



                  




WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz
Liturgist:  Rev. Tom Bos
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch
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