         CHRISTMAS:  THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
   December 25, 2011

Prelude                                            Noёl                                                     D’Aquin                                                    
Choral Introit:   

Call to Worship

*Carol                           O Come, All Ye Faithful                             ADESTE FIDELIS          
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

               Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!

Refrain:    O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

               O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

               Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!  Sing, all ye citizens of heaven                  above!

               Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

Refrain:

               Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be           all glory given;

               Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!

Refrain:

*Confession of Faith: 

Leader:  In this the love of God was made manifest to us, that God sent his                                                                                                                                             only begotten son into the world, that we might live through him.

     People:   The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we have seen
                     His glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 



  truth.

  Leader:  In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light       shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.

  People:   For God, who commanded the light to shine in the darkness,  

           has shined in our hearts, giving us the light of the knowledge of 

           the glory of God, in the face of Christ Jesus.

   Leader: Unto us a child is born, and unto us a son is given, and the  government shall be upon his shoulders.

     People:   And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty
                     God,   Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

     All:          Let us go unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to  

    pass, which the Lord has made known to us!
                                     (I John 4: 9, John 1: 14, 4, 5, Colossians 4:6, Isaiah 9:6, Luke 2: 15)

*Gloria Patri   (refrain from ‘Angels We Have Heard on High’)
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                        And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements 
                 (Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

(Children ages 4 through 2nd grade may be dismissed at this time to their Worship Centers downstairs)

First Lesson: Isaiah 40: 1-5 (pgs. 581-582)                                      Suzanne Karsen   
One:
The Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Second Lesson:  Luke 2: 8-20 (p. 833)

One:  The Word of the Lord.

All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon:                          God Is Not Done With Your Life                    Dr. Louis Lotz
*Carol No. 28              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
               IN DULCI JUBILO      
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem:
            Noel We Sing
                  D’Aquin/DeCormier

Angels of the Lord they came from the heavens singing. Called the shepherds forth by name while the bells were ringing. Told the shepherds where they lay that Jesus Christ was born today, ‘Noel we sing,’ Christ is born a King. Leave your ewes and leave your rams, leave the watch you’re keeping. Leave your sheep and leave your lambs on the hillside sleeping. Rise up, shepherds, follow me to the manger lowly. ‘Noel we sing,’ Christ is born a King. To the manger straight they came, there they knelt before Him, singing praises to His name, thus they did adore Him, echoing their sweet amen, Christ is born in Bethlehem. ‘Noel we sing,’ Christ is born a King. Trumpets sound and angels sing, join in celebration, to us all good tidings bring of a new creation. For today a Child is born, Jesus, son of Mary, ‘Noel we sing’. Christ is born a King.
*please stand if you are able

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                                    
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Closing Carols  --  (See insert)

(The Congregation is invited to come forward to the chancel and join the Chancel Choir in singing the closing carols as a church family on this Christmas Day.)
*Pastoral Benediction 

                           
                                                      
*Postlude              

Joy to the World                                                   Held                                       

                  




WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch
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