          SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
    June 5, 2011

Prelude                                      Vater Unser im Himmelriech                                          Böhm
Call to Worship
*Hymn  No. 144                       Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!                                          HYFRYDOL                           
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

Merciful God, whose love is even more forgiving than it is demanding,


Forgive us we pray,


   For failing to savor this sweet life and all its blessings,


   For resisting life’s transitions as though there was no grace in them,


   For avoiding the silence faced in solitude,


   For avoiding the commitment required in community,


   For harsh words spoken, grudges clung to, generosity withheld,

For all these sins and a thousand more, forgive us, we pray. Give us the power to overcome our sins, lest our tomorrows be a repetition of our yesterdays.


In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                        And also with you.
Welcome and Announcements
                                 (Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time)
First Lesson:  Exodus 3: 1-12 (p. 44)                                                                           Craig Carlson                                                       


One: 
The Word of the Lord

All:
Thanks be to God.
*please stand if you are able

Children’s Moment
                   Blessed to be a Blessing
                               Marybeth Timmer
Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the 
Children’s Moment and then attend Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew.
Solo


                       Take My Life and Let It Be                                             G.F. Handel
Second Lesson:  Matthew 16: 21-23 (p. 798)

One:   The Word of the Lord.


All:    Thanks be to God.
Sermon                        Where Are You, And How Did You Get There?                            Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  The Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A #1 


Leader:
What is your only comfort in life and in death?
People:  That I belong - body and soul, in life and in death – not to myself, but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins, and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit His purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him.
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Solo:                                       The Call                                                R. Vaughan Williams         
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Communion Prayer (first half)

The Lord be with you.


       And also with you.


Lift up your hearts!


       We lift them up to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


        For it is holy and right to do so!

Holy and right it is… With your whole Church on earth and with all

the company of heaven we worship and adore your glorious name.

Sanctus No. 581 
  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                               
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Communion Prayer (second half)
Words of Institution

Communion Thanksgiving:  Psalm 103
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And all that is within me, bless his holy name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And do not forget all his benefits.
Who forgives all your iniquity,

Who heals all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the pit,

Who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

Nor reward us according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him.
As far as the East is from the West,

So far does he remove our transgressions from us.

As a father pities his children,

So the Lord pities those who fear him;

Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give


 us all things with him.

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord,


   From this time forth and forever more. Amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 


                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 447                           Lead On, O King Eternal                                          LANCASHIRE                      
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,
Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…
Jesus is Lord!
*Postlude                                                Poco Vivace                                                            Schroeder                           
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching: Dr. Louis Lotz

Director of Music: Brian Bartusch
Director of Children’s Ministries: Marybeth Timmer

Soloist: Lisa Walhout
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