         SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
    July 24, 2011

Prelude                                    The Good Shepherd                                              Benoit
Call to Worship  
*Hymn  No. 488                The God of Abraham Praise                                   LEONI                             

*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)
Merciful God, here and now, openly and honestly, I confess aloud my sins and shortcomings: My failure to be true even to my own accepted standards; My failure to apply to myself the standards of conduct I demand of others; My blindness to the suffering of others, and my slowness to be taught by my own; My complacence towards evils that do not affect me, and my over-sensitivity toward those that do.  My eagerness to name and number my brother’s faults, and my readiness to make allowances for my own.   For failings such as these, and more besides, I beg your forgiveness. In silence I wait before you….

          


 [Continue in silent prayer]

*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                        And also with you.
Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

Handbell Anthem:
  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring                                       J.S. Bach                                 
*please stand if you are able
Scripture:  Deuteronomy 34: 1-12 (p. 168)

One:   The Word of the Lord.


All:     Thanks be to God.

Sermon                               Things To Do Today                                   Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  (responsively)
Leader:  
We believe that God has revealed himself as the One who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among humankind;

People:
That in a world full of injustice and enmity He is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged, and that He calls his Church to follow Him in this;

Leader:
That He brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;

People:
That He frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind:

Leader:
That He supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly;

People:
That for Him pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suffering;


Leader:
That He wishes to teach His people to do what is good and to seek the right;

People:
That the Church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies, among other things, that the Church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream;
Leader:
That the Church as the possession of God must stand where God stands, namely against injustice and with the wronged;

People:
To the one and only God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen.
                           [Excerpt from the Belhar Confession, paragraph 4]

*Hymn No. 357             O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee                            MARYTON
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Handbell Offertory:
         The Gift of Love


                 arr. Hopson
*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                                       Deacon David Kok

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

 
  Praise Him all creatures here below;


  Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 


                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 389                 O Jesus, I Have Promised                                   NYLAND                                             

*Benediction:








  Emma Andrew
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,

Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…

Jesus is Lord!
*Postlude                        When in Our Music God is Glorified                          arr. Hobby                      
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching: Dr. Louis Lotz
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch

Guest Instrumentalist:  Stephanie Wiltse
Accompanist:  Barbara Hendricks
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