         ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
    August 28, 2011

Prelude                                                  Berceuse                                                           Vierne
Call to Worship
Leader: 
Clap your hands, all peoples. Shout to the Lord with loud songs of joy!

People: 
Praise God’s name with dancing; make melody to him with tambourine and lyre!

Leader:  
I will praise the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

People: 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.

All: 

Let us worship God.

     Psalm 47:1, 149:3, 34:1,3

*Hymn No. 464                         Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                          ODE TO JOY                 
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)
Merciful God, forgive us for our lackluster love of the church we have received. Forgive us for going each to  our own way, and then demanding that the church go with us. Forgive us for living with our commitments only so long as they suit us. Help us to remember the saints who preceded us in these pews, in this place, in this world, the “cloud of witnesses” who, having served you here in godliness, are with you now in glory. When we are weak, give us their perseverance; when our discipleship wanes, give us their dedication; that we, too, may be faithful and fruitful, and come at last to our eternal home, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon 
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                        And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements                      
(Please pass the Friendship Pads at this time.)

*please stand if you are able

Anthem:
                             I Will Arise & Go to Jesus                             arr. Shaw/Parker

I will arise and go to Jesus, He will embrace me with His arms, in the arms of my dear Savior, Oh! There are ten thousand charms. Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above, praise the mount I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love. Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace, streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Scripture:  
Ruth 4: 1-13 (p. 212)
One:
The Word of the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God.
Sermon              Commitment: A Church That Takes Vows Seriously             Dr. Louis Lotz
                          (#4 in a series on What I’d Look for in a Church)

*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)                                     
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 408             Where Cross the Crowed Ways of Life                         GERMANY     
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory:                                             River in Judea                                     Feldman/Leavitt                        
Often times I dream of music, of the river that freely flows. And it sings a song sweeter than honey, one everybody knows.  Late at night I hear it singing then again when I wake at dawn. And it fills me up with hope and goodwill, the will to go on. There is a river on Judea that I heard of long ago. And it’s a singing, ringing river that my soul cries out to know. I believe it keeps on travelin’ but it rests on the Sabbath day. And the time when it pauses in stillness, I almost hear it pray. When I’m weary and down-hearted, how I long for the song it sings, for the calm within its gentle blue, the peace that it brings. May the time not be too distant when we meet by the river shore, ‘til then dream of that wonderful day as we sing once more.


*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication



            Deacon Brenda Krause

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

 
  Praise Him all creatures here below;


  Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 


                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 423                 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun                      DUKE STREET                                           

*Benediction:


                                                      Hadley VanRenterghem
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,

Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…

Jesus is Lord!
*Postlude                                             
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz
Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch

Guest Artists:  Sherman St. Quartet
(Jan Postma, Barbara Vis, Bill Vis, Gary Verstreate)
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