FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 13, 2008




Prelude:      Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                                 
Manz
Choral Introit:   Christ is risen from the dead! Alleluia!
Call to Worship
*Opening Hymn No. 482: Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
LOBE DEN HERREN
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)
O God, Source of all that makes life possible,
Giver of all that makes life good, we gather to give 

you our thanks.

Yet, we confess that we have failed to live our
thankfulness: What we have, we take for granted,
and we complain about what we lack.

We are more troubled by the few that have more than we,
than by the many who have less.  Forgive us, O God.  In
this hour of worship, accept our thanksgiving, and teach
us to make gratitude and sharing our way of life, through
the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen
*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen

*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

Welcome and Announcements


Please take a moment to sign the Friendship Pad, which will be passed at this time.  
Our Time. Our Turn. Update
Mary Bauman
Children’s Moment:

Children ages four years old through Fourth Grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the Children’s Moment.  Children may then be dismissed to their Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew, except for Worship Center III (3rd & 4th graders), who will be worshipping with their families for the spring and summer.   Children and congregation are invited to sing, “Be Still and Know That I Am God” 
Children’s Dismissal
 
All: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
 
Children: Thanks be to God!

Scripture:  John 21:1-4 (p. 883)
Sermon:  Always
Rev. Scott Hoezee
*Confession of Faith:  Apostles’ Creed (unison)


I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*Hymn No. 175:  The Lord’s My Shepherd
EVAN
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts


Offertory Anthem:     The Lord is My Shepherd                                      
Matthews

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou anointest my head with oil, my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.   (Psalm 23)
*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication:

Deacon Faye Myers
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen

*Hymn No. 415:   Come, Labor On
ORA LABORA
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, 

Wherever you go in God’s wide world,

Whatever happens to you of good or ill, 

Always remember that…

  
Jesus is Lord!
Choral Response
Postlude

*Those who are able may stand
At the end of each lesson the reader says:

The Word of the Lord
We answer: Thanks be to God.
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Worship Participants: Our liturgists this morning are Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge and seminarian Nancy Claus. Our Pastoral Leader, Dr. Louis Lotz, is preaching today in New York at the annual Synod of New York (RCA) Celebration.  Our guest preacher is Rev. Scott Hoezee.  Brian Bartusch, Minister of Music, plays the organ and directs the Chancel Choir.  Charlotte Geelhoed is our soloist. Thank you for worshipping this morning at Central Reformed Church.
Acolytes
Collin and Sydney Troost
Banner Bearer
William Timmer
Bible Bearer
Kevin Cornelius
Crucifer
Nicole Byl
Greeters and Servers
Jeff and Gretchen Munroe
Security
Rick Overway
Sound
Steve Cornelius, Tom Smith
Ushers
Jack Van Houten, Steve Ziel
Visitor Hosts
Jack Baas, Greg Verseput
Care Concerns  
Mon-Thurs:  Vicki Hahn, 456-1773 or vhahn@crcgr.org

 After Hours & Fri-Sun: Carol Bergman, 975-5741 or clstaff@iserv.net
WE ARE DELIGHTED to welcome Rev. Scott E. Hoezee to our pulpit this morning.  Rev. Hoezee is an ordained pastor in the Christian Reformed Church in North America and has served two congregations.   Since the spring of 2005 he has been serving as the first Director of the Center for Excellence in Preaching at Calvin Theological Seminary.  Rev. Hoezee is married to Rosemary Apol and they have two children, Julianna and Graham.  He is the author of several books including The Riddle of Grace (1996), Flourishing in the Land (1996), Remember Creation (1998), Speaking as One: A Look at the Ecumenical Creeds (1997), Speaking of Comfort: A Look at the Heidelberg Catechism (1998), and Proclaim the Wonder: Preaching Science on Sunday (2003). 

THE CHILDREN & WORSHIP PROGRAM
TODAY for children ages four years old through 2nd Grade.
The three Worship Centers meet as follows:

· Worship Center I (Four year olds through Kindergarten) meets in Room 11

· Worship Center II (First & Second Graders) meets in Room 10

· Worship Center III (Third & Fourth Graders) is finished meeting for this spring.  Third and fourth graders will remain in church with their parents through the rest of the spring and summer.
EDUCATION HOUR TODAY
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES:
· The Compiling of the Canon:  What is a canon and why does the Church have one? And who decided what books were going to be in it?  Join Pastor Karen on either Sunday at 11:00 AM (in Worship Center II) or Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM (in the Parlor) for a four-week study about the scriptures.

· Today & April 17:      The Old Testament
· April 20 & April 24:   The Apocrypha
· April 27 & May 1:      The New Testament 

· May 4 & May 8:         The Gnostic Gospels and other Extra Canonical Books.
· Food, Justice and Faith:  David Dornbos of Calvin College will present this four-week series on the issues surrounding the food we eat, where it comes from, and how what we do effects others and the environment we have been entrusted with. Join us TODAY and on April 20, 27 and May 4 in the Parlor.
Attention Women!  Are Wednesdays just too crazy for you to get to Bible Study?  Join us on Thursday mornings instead as we gather for snacks and community at 9:30 AM and then study from 10:00 – 11:30 AM.  Compiling the Canon begins on April 17!

Understanding Elder Law:   Imagine this scenario: Your mother falls and is taken to the hospital.  She isn’t able to communicate for herself and suddenly you need to make decisions for her.  Do you have all of your paperwork in order?  Do you even know what permissions you need? What if she needs nursing home care?  Will Medicaid help? On April 20 Attorney Laurie K. Murphy, will present Understanding Elder Law at Central Reformed Church at 11:10 AM in Worship Center I.  Join us for this important session to help protect yourself and your loved ones.

Sunday, April 20, a New Members class will be offered.  Do you have questions about us as a church?  Or about our worship service?  Or about us as a people?  Then we invite you to join Dr. Lotz in his office at 11:10 AM to have your questions answered and learn a little more about us as well.  Please know that your attendance in this class does not obligate you to join.

CHILDREN & YOUTH EDUCATION:

PK-1st Grade
Rooms 7 & 9 (Fireside Room)

2nd & 3rd Grades
Room 3

4th & 5th Grades
Room 5

6th-8th Grades
Room 20

9th -12th Grades
Conference Room

Fifth Sunday of Easter – April 20, 2008

Scriptures:  Joshua 4:1-9 and II Peter 1:12-15
What Do These Stones Mean?
Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

OUR PRAYERS THIS MORNING: Albert Vree remains at Kent Community Hospital. Paul Troost is recovering at home, following a long hospitalization.  Please pray for our homebound members, our missionaries, and those serving in the military. Pray, too, for members of our congregation who are in seminary: Nancy Claus, Bill Pekich, and David Veldt.  Pray constantly, and give thanks in all circumstances [I Thess. 5: 17,18].
WEDNESDAY EVENING DINNER CLUB will meet this Wednesday, April 16, at 5:15 PM in Fellowship Hall.  This week it will be Pasta Night!  Come and join us! 

BARKER SERIES CONCERT TONIGHT at 7:30 PM:  The Barker Series presents the Grand Valley State University Arts Chorale.   Conducted by Ellen Pool, their program includes chorale repertoire from all periods.   A reception will follow the performance.  Please join us!
Carpool: Next Sunday, April 20, we invite worshipers to share a ride with a friend. Carpooling saves gas, helps the environment, and frees parking spaces for visitors. And beyond all that, you might just make a new friend!

The Prayer Shawl Stitchers will meet on Wednesday, April 23, in the Conference room at Church. You are asked to bring any completed shawls as well as the one you are working on now.   Coffee and treats will be provided.  We will meet from 9:45-ll:30 AM.  If you have any questions, please call Norma DeBoer at 532-7304.

The annual stream cleanup:  The section of stream assigned to Central Reformed Church for the clean up scheduled for April 26 is the north side of Plaster Creek. We will work the stream and bank west of Division Ave. to just west of Buchannan Ave. SW.  We will meet at church Saturday morning and carpool to the site about 8:45 AM. We expect to be finished by noon.  If you wish to meet us on site there is parking for a couple of cars on the south side of Plaster Creek Blvd. Please contact Mark Bulthuis at 243-5512 or sally.bulthuis@att.net if you are willing and able to help the CAT committee with this project.

HOMER-HOPPER EXHIBIT BUS TRIP:  Last call for those who wish to travel to the Homer/Hopper exhibit in Chicago on Friday, May 2.  Join your old friends, and meet some new ones, as we have a private tour at the Art Institute.  Free time follows, with bus drop offs and pick ups at the Art Institute, Aquarium, and Water Tower Place.  A supper from Corner Bakery will be waiting for you on the bus ride home.  Cost: $50.   Talk with Sue Poll, 866-2280, or Linda Ballast, 975-4448.

OPERA GRAND RAPIDS:  The Music Committee invites the members and friends of Central to attend the Opera Grand Rapids performance of Wagner's The Flying Dutchman on Saturday, May 3.  Discounted tickets for our group will be $35 per person in advance.  Checks should be made out to "Opera Grand Rapids" and given to Fred Overeem no later than April 20.  The evening will include a pre-opera lecture, performance, and cast party after the performance.  This promises to be an exciting evening of great music and fellowship.  Please contact Fred Overeem (866-1182) if you are interested.
Hunger Walk MULTIPLE CHOICE:  1. b, 2. d, 3. c, 4. c, 5. c.  Visit the Hunger Walk table at coffee time and sign up to walk with friends from Central.  Everyone will get a FREE
T-Shirt when we register downtown on May 3.

PEWS:  About ten of the Chapel pews are no longer needed and need to be moved ASAP.  They are very heavy, 11-foot pews. Donations for the pews may be given on behalf of the Building Project Fund.  If you are interested in one or more, please call the office, 456-1773.  
Bethany Christian Services’ Refugee Unit is seeking homes for Burmese teenage refugees.  Room and board is paid for by the State and medical needs are also covered.  These teens have been forced from their homes due to war and/or a threat to their lives.  If you are interested in becoming licensed to provide foster care, or if you would be willing to board an older refugee teen in your home, please call Dana Anderson at 616-254-7741.

JESUS IS LORD print is now available for purchase.  A few weeks ago, our new members’ class received the first copies of our new JESUS IS LORD framed print.  Many members of our congregation have asked if the print might be available for purchase.  Designed by our own Esther Van Allsburg, this print, complete with frame, matting, and acrylic, can be yours for $35.

One of the prints will be on display, along with a sign-up sheet this Sunday in Fellowship Hall during coffee time.  Also, a member of the Hospitality Team will be there to answer questions.
Garden Club: Calling all gardeners, gardener wannabes, and folks who simply enjoy strolling through gardens! Join us once a month over spring and summer as we visit various Central members’ gardens, enjoy the sights and smells, and swap ideas. On our first visit we’ll behold a garden that contains 4,000 daffodils! To get your name on the Garden Club list, call Mary Jean Lotz at 895-4741. Think Spring!
ADDIE’S PANTRY:  during the month of April Addie’s Pantry would appreciate your gifts of cereal, bars of soap, dental products, canned tuna and paper bags.  Place your donations in the carts near the church’s entrances. Thanks for your generous support!

The Deacon Servant Network: Central has a network of volunteers willing to assist members with such needs as transportation, home maintenance, financial planning, etc.  If you need assistance, please contact the April Deacon on Call, Lisa Smith (532-7643).

NURSERY SCHEDULE



TODAY:                               
April 20
Worship Hour Infants & Ones:
Joy Eckstein
Sarah Brandt

Worship Hour Twos & Threes:
Sue Ellen Vander Zee
Jessica Cook
Infants Nursery Staff:

Liz Yeager
Liz Yeager
Twos & Threes Nursery Staff:
Allie Boyer
Allie Boyer

Youth Interns - Infants:
Emily Taylor
Julia Austin
Youth Interns – Twos & Threes:
Molly Taylor
Paul Austin
YOUth Newz
· Breakfast Club is at Cracker Barrel this Tuesday at 6:30am.
· Clubs…Happy Spring Break…no Clubs tonight.

· Be a part of something bigger!  On Saturday, April 26th, we will “go green” with the rest of the Central stream cleanup crew on Plaster Creek.  If you can help out, be at church no later than 8:45am for donuts before we leave! (bring work gloves)

· Or BIGGER YET, join us for the GRACE Hunger Walk (5K) on Saturday, May 3rd! 
· Parents of students entering grades 7-9 this fall…if we haven’t connected yet about the 2008 Mystery Trip, please find me this morning!
· Upcoming meal providers: tonight – Break, 4/20 – Timmer, 4/27 - Bernard
· Next Youth Addie’s Diner is May 6th.  (Team is Nate, Paul, Andrea and Nicki)
FOR THE WEEK


4/13     SUNDAY 

9:30 AM
Worship – Rev. Scott Hoezee


10:45 AM
Joyful Noise


11:00 AM
Klokkenkoor


11:10 AM
Sunday School



NO Youth Clubs


7:00 PM
Marriage Class at the Bolhuis’s


7:30 PM
Barker Series – Grand Valley State University Arts Chorale


4/14    MONDAY


6:45 PM
Children’s Ministry Committee

4/15    TUESDAY 

12:00N
Addie’s Pantry


6:00 PM
Addie’s Diner
4/16    WEDNESDAY 

1:00 PM
Staff Meeting


4:00 PM
Rejoice Club – First Grade on up


5:15 PM
Wednesday Evening Dinner Club


5:45 PM
Rejoice Club - Preschool & Kindergarten Friends


6:15 PM
Genesis Bells


6:15 PM
Kindermusik (Our Time)


6:30 PM
Care Committee


7:00 PM
Kindermusik (Imagine That)


4/17    THURSDAY 



9:30 AM
Bible Study in the Parlor

12:00N
Addie’s Pantry


7:15 PM
Chancel Choir

4/18     FRIDAY



6:00/7:00 PM
George & Eliza Young Society Dinner @ Kent Country Club



4/20     SUNDAY – Carpool  Sunday

8:00 AM
Youth Committee

9:30 AM
Worship – Dr. Louis Lotz

10:45 AM
Joyful Noise


11:00 AM
Klokkenkoor


11:10 AM
Sunday School


4:30 PM
Junior High Youth Club

5:30 PM
Youth Club Dinner

6:15 PM
Senior High Youth Club
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