SECOND SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
May 25, 2008
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Prelude:     Blessed Jesus, We are Here                                    
 J.S. Bach
Choral Introit:  Gathered here in the mystery of this hour,

                         Gathered here as one strong body;

                         Gathered here in the struggle and the power – 

                         Spirit, draw near.

Call to Worship
*Opening Hymn No. 263:   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
ST. DENIO
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

Merciful God, you made us in your own image,

With a mind to know you, a heart to love you, and a will to serve you.  
But our knowledge is imperfect, our love inconstant, 
Our obedience incomplete.  

Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness. 
In your tender love forgive us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen

*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

Welcome and Announcements

First Lesson:  Proverbs 3:13-18 (p. 511)
Donna Post
Children’s Moment:

Children ages four years old through Fourth Grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the Children’s Moment.  Children may then be dismissed to their Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew, except for Worship Center III (3rd & 4th graders), who will be worshipping with their families for the spring and summer.   Children and congregation are invited to sing, “Be Still and Know That I Am God.” 
Children’s Dismissal
 
All: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
 
Children: Thanks be to God!

Solo:    Lord God of Abraham
Mendelssohn


(from Elijah)

Second Lesson:  I Kings 3:5-15 (p. 266)
Sermon:  Dream Weaver: The Wise Guy
Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge
*Profession of Faith:   Colossians 1:15-20 (in unison)
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
The firstborn of all creation;

In him all things in heaven and on earth were created, 
Things visible and invisible. 
All things have been created through him and for him.
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

He is the head of the body, the church;
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
So that he might come to have first place in everything.

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
And through him God was pleased to reconcile all things, 

Whether on earth or heaven, 
By making peace through the blood of his cross. 

*Hymn No. 426:   Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak
CANONBURY
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts

Offertory Anthem:    Onward Ye Peoples                                          
Sibelius
Onward, ye peoples, strive for the Light! The Light that the Lord hath given us for our guide, who through murk and darkness of night hath led us in safety unto our reward. See how the fiery pillar is gleaming, lighting our steps, when dark in the way. And the light of the World, it cleaveth the gloomy blackness of night that else would engulf us. See the cloudy pillar to shield us safe when the sun would blister us. Then forward, where faith revealeth the way! For God is our guide, and He will never fail. Fires are gleaming, voices are singing forth from Mount Neboh’s heaven storming height. Salem! Salem! Hark, they call us upward and on, to our Father’s home. Salem! Salem! On the horizon, urging us on to God and our home; and the heavenly choir doth ring from Mount Neboh, piercing the blue like a living light.

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication:

Deacon Lisa Smith
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer:


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen

*Closing Hymn No. 339: Be Thou My Vision
SLANE
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, 

Wherever you go in God’s wide world,

Whatever happens to you of good or ill, 

Always remember that…Jesus is Lord!
Choral Response
Postlude

*Those who are able may stand
At the end of each lesson the reader says:

The Word of the Lord
We answer: Thanks be to God.
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Worship Participants: Our liturgist this morning is Rev. Neva Evenhouse.  Our preacher is Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge, Minister of Lifelong Learning.  Brian Bartusch, Minister of Music, plays the organ and directs the Chancel Choir.  Our guest soloist is Benjamin Clements.  Thank you for worshipping this morning at Central Reformed Church.

Acolytes
Sam Boeve, Eric Molenaar
Banner Bearer
Matt DeVries
Bible Bearer
David Lunderberg
Crucifer
Jane Elzinga
Greeters and Servers
Dan and Linda Ballast
Security
Tom Smith
Sound
Steve Cornelius, Tom Smith
Ushers
Rick Davis, Sue Van Ess
Visitor Hosts
Ken and Arloa Vander Kolk
Care Concerns  
Mon-Thurs:  Vicki Hahn, 456-1773 or vhahn@crcgr.org

 After Hours & Fri-Sun: Carol Bergman, 975-5741 or clstaff@iserv.net
Camp Geneva:  Our Pastoral Leader, Dr. Louis Lotz, is preaching this morning at Camp Geneva in Holland. Dr. Lotz will back at Central next Sunday.

THE CHILDREN & WORSHIP PROGRAM
TODAY for children ages four years old through 2nd Grade.
The three Worship Centers meet as follows:

· Worship Center I (Four year olds through Kindergarten) meets in Room 11

· Worship Center II (First & Second Graders) meets in Room 10

· Worship Center III (Third & Fourth Graders) is finished meeting for this spring.  Third and fourth graders will remain in church with their parents through the rest of the spring and summer.
NO EDUCATION HOUR TODAY

Beginning today, COFFEE BREAK will be in the Courtyard, weather permitting.
OUR LIFE TOGETHER

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY to Ryan and Jessica Cook on the death of Ryan’s grandmother, Emajean (Pat) Cook, who died last Tuesday, May 20.  Her memorial service was held last Friday at Grace Reformed Church, Wyoming.   May God comfort this family in their time of loss.

Flowers in the chancel this morning are given by the Memorials and Endowments Team in memory of Peter and Anne VanWingen.  The VanWingens were longtime members of Central.  A bequest from their estate established the VanWingen Endowment Fund used for acquiring books and other media for Central.

OUR PRAYERS THIS MORNING: 

· Albert Vree remains at Kent Community Hospital with severe back problems that have diminished his strength overall.  Minnie is with him many hours almost every day.  They are comforted by prayers of friends at Central. 

· JoAnn Belter is recovering from surgery, which she had last week at Blodgett  She will be there for 5-7 days.

· Please pray for our homebound members, our missionaries, and those serving in the military. Pray, too, for members of our congregation who are in seminary: Nancy Claus, Bill Pekich, and David Veldt.  
Pray constantly, and give thanks in all circumstances [I Thess. 5: 17,18].
Meeting of the Congregation: The annual meeting of the congregation is scheduled for Sunday, June 1, immediately following the worship service. The agenda will be: Update on the construction and capital campaign; Consistory Class of 2011 election; and proposed budget for 2008-2009.   Please plan to attend.

Addie’s Diner: Attendance at Addie’s Diner last week reached an all time high – 78 persons.  Addie’s Diner serves a hot nutritious meal, with a side order of human dignity, to the poor and homeless in our community on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  This ministry is funded by your gifts to the General Fund. To volunteer to help serve at Addie’s Diner, please see Faye Myers. “I was hungry, and you gave me food” (Mt. 25:35) 

Calling all future acolytes!  All current 4th and 5th graders who are planning to be acolytes next fall, please plan to attend a short training session in the sanctuary on Sunday, June 1, at 12:00 AM.  (Fifth graders who have already served as acolytes need not attend but are welcome.)

ATTENTION 2008 GRADUATES: Members of Central may be eligible for financial assistance with their student loans. If you attained an undergraduate or graduate degree after June 2007, please send your student loan information and school transcripts to Central, “Attention: Endowments.” All applicants’ eligibility will be determined and finalized in September 2008.
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE GRADUATES:  Please call the church office (456-1773) with your high school or college name and degree.  We will need this information by Tuesday, June 10, so we may include it in the bulletin on Graduate Recognition Sunday, June 15.
ADDIE’S PANTRY:  during the month of May Addie’s Pantry would appreciate your gifts of cereal, tuna, and toilet paper.  Place your donations in the carts near the church’s entrances. Thanks for your generous support!

The Deacon Servant Network: Central has a network of volunteers willing to assist members with such needs as transportation, home maintenance, financial planning, etc.  If you need assistance, please contact the May Deacon on Call, Bill Molenaar (940-7021).



Gardening
GARDENERS & GARDENER WANNABES:  Join us on Tuesday, May 27, at 6:30 PM as we visit the garden of Annie and Don deBoer at 3958 Ravine Drive in Allendale.  Call Annie deBoer at 892-9634 or Mary Lotz at 895-4741 for more information.

Knitting
PRAYER SHAWL STITCHERS:  Anyone interested in working on Prayer Shawls is invited to meet on Wednesday, May 28, at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room.   We will continue to make shawls for those of our congregation who are going through difficulties.  For some who are curious about this project, yarn and needles will be provided.  There will also be coffee and treats.   Any questions, contact Norma DeBoer at 532-7304 or "normaquilts@Juno.com".

Children’s Theater
YOUNG AIDA is an original play by Marybeth Timmer, which will be performed on Sunday, June 8, at 11:00 AM on the stage in Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to participate in this play, please check the rehearsal schedule below, and choose to attend a minimum of once per week thru June 7.

YOUNG AIDA REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

 (choose one or more per week through June 7)

Sunday Mornings:
10:45-11:10 AM
Fireside Room

Wednesdays after School:
4:00-5:15 PM
At the Stage in Fellowship Hall

Thursdays after School:
3:30-4:30 PM
Lakeside School playground, EGR

Saturday Mornings:
Sign up with Mrs. Timmer (285-9137) 
Church Parlor

Golf
GOLF FOR WOMEN AT CENTRAL:  Wednesday, June 11, 9:00 AM; 18 holes of golf with cart and lunch at Railside Golf Club in Byron Center.  Cost:  $60/pp.  Please call Bonnie Noorman (878-7164) or Terry Schuiling (784-6594) to sign up.  There will also be a signup sheet during Coffee Break.  Checks can be sent to Bonnie to save your spot.  FORE!

Reading
Central READS:  This summer we will explore three books.  The selections will be available starting this Sunday during Coffee Break, and also in the church office during the week.  In addition, links will be posted to our church website so that you may order through Amazon.com.  For every sale made through our website, a small contribution is given back to our church.  As always, church members of all ages are welcome to join us.  It is our hope that our high school students would read the books and participate as well, particularly for the July selection.  Central READS will meet on the following dates, at 7:00 PM, in the Parlor (or perhaps in our new addition--stay tuned!)  Desserts and beverages (and air-conditioning!) will be supplied.  Come down to the book table at Coffee Break for more details on all these books.  

· Thursday, June 19:  The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini.  Discussion led by Jennifer Holberg

· Wednesday, July 30:  The Screwtape Letters, by CS Lewis.  Discussion led by Mary Bauman

· Thursday, August 21:  The Pillars of the Earth, by Ken Follett.  Discussion led by Sue Poll

Theater
Stratford in the Fall:  Sue Poll and Linda Ballast will again be leading a group to Stratford this October.  Almost 40 people have signed up, but there's still room for you!  The dates are Friday, October 24, and Saturday, October 25.  We have great seats to see Romeo and Juliet at the Festival Theatre on Friday night; and great seats to see The Music Man Saturday afternoon at the Avon Theatre.  Cost is $325/pp (double occupancy), and it includes transportation and driver tip, lodging (River Garden Inn) with complimentary breakfast, tickets to two performances, box lunch on the first day, box supper on the second day.  We ask for a deposit of $100/pp.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact either Sue Poll, 866-2280, suepoll@gmail.com or Linda Ballast, 975-4448, lindaballast@comcast.net.  It will be a fun trip!

Choir
Attention All Former & Future Choir Members:

After many months of construction, the new addition to Central Reformed Church will very soon be completed, and a celebration is certainly in order!

On Sunday, June 29, our congregation will be having a very special worship service of dedication. Participating in this service will be guest instrumentalists, as well as our own Chancel Choir, and I would like to invite all former (as well as future) choir members to join them in the chancel for this musical and memorable and celebration.

In preparation for this service, there will be three (3) rehearsals available to you to come and join the members of the choir and prepare the anthems that are planned for this special worship service. Rehearsal dates are on the following Thursdays: June 12, June 19, and June 26, and will begin at 7:15 PM in the Choir Room.

We certainly hope you will consider being a part of this wonderful celebration in the rich history of Central Reformed Church.

Please speak with Brian Bartusch if you are interested, or contact him at the church office (456-1773).

YOUth Newz
· Breakfast Club is at Cracker Barrel this Tuesday at 6:30am.  It’s our last one of the school year, and at least our last 6:30am one until September!
· Registration is winding down for the 2008 Mystery Trip for students entering grades 7-9 this fall!  We leave on the morning of July 30 and return on the afternoon of August 2.  Cost is $200/student (all-inclusive!), and all participants will need a current passport!  Hmmm…is that a hint?!  Payment and forms are due by June 8!!!
· Final SH gathering of the year is TONIGHT, at Lou and Mary Jean Lotz’s in Hudsonville, from 5:30-8:00pm.  Mapquest 5825 Taylor St, or get a map from todd.  Expect good food, great company, bocce, a bonfire, and blessings for the Class of 2008!
· Last JH gathering happens next Sunday, June 1 at todd and Joy’s (2656 Lenwood Ln NE) from 5:30-8:00pm.  C U there!
· Next Youth Addie’s Diner is June 3rd.  (Senior night!...Nate, Paul, Eric and Emily B)
NURSERY SCHEDULE



TODAY:                               
June 1
Worship Hour Infants & Ones:
Brian Whalen & Jan Koopman
Diana Snoeyer

Worship Hour Twos & Threes:
Bill La Barge
Kim Krause


Ellen Bylsma

Infants Nursery Staff:

Emily Tamayo
Emily Tamayo
Twos & Threes Nursery Staff:
Allie Boyer
Allie Boyer
Youth Interns - Infants:
Bethany Tillema
Nicole Byl
Youth Interns – Twos & Threes:
Nathan Tillema
Matt DeVries
FOR THE WEEK


5/25    SUNDAY – No Sunday School


9:30 AM
Worship – Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge


10:45 AM
Young Aida Rehearsal


5:30 PM
Final Senior High Gathering at the Lotz’s

5/26    MONDAY – Memorial Day - Office is closed
5/27    TUESDAY 

12:00N
Addie’s Pantry

4:30 PM
5/28    WEDNESDAY 

10:00 AM
Prayer Shawl Stitchers


1:00 PM
Staff Meeting


4:00 PM
Young Aida Rehearsal

5:30 PM
Personnel


6:30 PM
Consistory

5/29    THURSDAY 


12:00N
Addie’s Pantry


4:00 PM
Columbarium Committee


7:15 PM
Chancel Choir

6/1    SUNDAY – Communion; Congregational Meeting; No Adult Education

9:30 AM
Worship – Dr. Louis Lotz

10:45 AM
Young Aida Rehearsal

11:10 AM
Congregational Meeting


11:10 AM
Children’s Sunday School

12:00N
Acolyte Training

5:30 PM
Final Senior High Gathering at the Eckstein’s
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