SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Communion

May 4, 2008




Prelude:     A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing                                     
arr. Manz
Choral Introit:  This is the day the Lord has made,

                         He calls us as His own;

                        Let heaven rejoice, let earth be glad,

                        And praise surround the throne.

Call to Worship: (responsive)
Leader: Surely the Lord is in this place.

People: This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with songs of joy!

For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth.

The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty and girded with strength.

He has established the world; it shall never be moved.

Since, then, we have a great high priest, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace in our time of need.

All: Let us worship God!

[Genesis 28: 16, Psalm 47: 1-2, Psalm 93:1, Hebrews 4: 14 – 16]

*Opening Hymn No. 151: Crown Him with Many Crowns
DIADEMATA
*Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

Gracious God, whose mercy ever awaits those who return to you in true penitence and sorrow, hear now this one humble sinner who needs your help.  I stand before you ashamed and burdened with memories of things I should have done but didn't and things I shouldn't have done but did:

   For barbed words I spoke deliberately,

   For thoughtless words I spoke hastily,

   For expecting quick, cheap answers to deep, dark mysteries,

   For greedy hands and envious eyes,

   For a deceitful heart and a gossipy tongue,

For all these sins, and more besides, forgive me, I pray, for Jesus' sake.  In silence I wait before you...
(a short silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen

*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

Welcome and Announcements

Children’s Moment:


Worship Faithstep
Scripture:  Genesis 28:1-22 (p. 22), 35:1-5 (p. 28)
Sermon:  Dream Weaver: A Stairway to Heaven [#1 in a Series]
Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Apostles’ Creed (in unison)


I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*Communion Hymn No. 147:   Blessing and Honor
O QUANTA QUALIA
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts


Offertory Anthem:     Hallelujah, Amen                                                         
Handel

                                     (from Judas Maccabeus)

Hallelujah, Amen! O Judah, rejoice in songs divine, with Cherubim and Seraphim harmonious join. Amen

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Communion Prayer, (first half)

The Lord be with you.


       And also with you.


Lift up your hearts!


       We lift them up to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


        For it is holy and right to do so!

Holy and right it is… With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship and adore your glorious name.

Sanctus and Benedictus No. 581:  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
Joseph Roff

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Communion Prayer (second half)
The Words of Institution
Communion Thanksgiving:  Psalm 103
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And all that is within me, bless his holy name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And forget not all his benefits.

Who forgives all your iniquity,

Who heals all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the pit,

Who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

Nor reward us according to our iniquities

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him.

As far as the East is from the West,

So far does he remove our transgressions from us.

As a father pities his children,

So the Lord pities those who fear him

Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all things with him.

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord,

From this time forth and forever more. Amen

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen

*Hymn No. 155:    Rejoice, the Lord Is King
DARWALL’S 148TH
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, 

Wherever you go in God’s wide world,

Whatever happens to you of good or ill, 

Always remember that…

  
Jesus is Lord!
Choral Response
Postlude:    Trumpet Tune in D
Johnson

*Those who are able may stand
At the end of each lesson the reader says:

The Word of the Lord
We answer: Thanks be to God.
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Worship Participants: Our liturgist this morning is Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge, Minister of Lifelong Learning.  Our preacher is Dr. Louis Lotz, Pastoral Leader.  Brian Bartusch, Minister of Music, plays the organ and directs the Chancel Choir.  Thank you for worshipping this morning at Central Reformed Church.
Acolytes
Charlotte Hooker, Chinyere Jigo
Banner Bearer
Paul Austin
Bible Bearer
Aaron Krause
Crucifer
Julia Austin
Greeters and Servers
Jack and Sue Van Houten
Security
David Hooker
Sound
Steve Cornelius, Tom Smith
Visitor Hosts
Lee and Connie Sneden
Care Concerns  
Mon-Thurs:  Vicki Hahn, 456-1773 or vhahn@crcgr.org

 After Hours & Fri-Sun: Carol Bergman, 975-5741 or clstaff@iserv.net
WORSHIP FAITHSTEP
Today we celebrate the Worship Faithstep with sixteen of our children and their parents. These children have completed the Children in Worship Center Program and have begun attending worship services full-time with their parents. The children are: Lydia Bajema, Scott Boeve, Ryan Clappison, Jesse Ernst, Jordan Ernst, Madelin Haulenbeek, David Jigo, Caroline Kuiper, Anna Lunderberg, Jacob Ohlmann, Lucas Snoeyer, Grace VanRenterghem, Hadley VanRenterghem, Katherine VerMeulen, Elise Wassink, and Anna Wormmeester.

 

These children have already experienced the warmth and acceptance that we committed to them at the time of their baptisms. They now belong in our worship, and we invite them to participate fully. 

 

In order to mark this special occasion, the congregation will give three gifts to each child: two books, A Children's Guide to Worship and A Place for You, My Holy Communion Book. These books describe each step of the liturgy, baptism, and communion. A group picture will also be given for placement in one of the books as a reminder of this special event.
THE CHILDREN & WORSHIP PROGRAM
TODAY for children ages four years old through 2nd Grade.
The three Worship Centers meet as follows:

· Worship Center I (Four year olds through Kindergarten) meets in Room 11

· Worship Center II (First & Second Graders) meets in Room 10

· Worship Center III (Third & Fourth Graders) is finished meeting for this spring.  Third and fourth graders will remain in church with their parents through the rest of the spring and summer.
COMMUNION FOR 1st HOUR VOLUNTEERS:  The Elders will serve communion to all 1st Hour volunteers today in the Chancel at 11:00 AM.  Please join us!
EDUCATION HOUR TODAY
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES:
· The Compiling of the Canon:  What is a canon and why does the Church have one? And who decided what books were going to be in it?  Join Pastor Karen on either Sunday at 11:00 AM (in Worship Center I) or Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM (in the Parlor) for a four-week study about the scriptures.

· Today & May 8:      The Gnostic Gospels and other Extra Canonical Books.

[Attention Women!  Are Wednesdays just too crazy for you to get to Bible Study?  Join us on Thursday mornings instead as we gather for snacks and community at 9:30 AM and then study from 10:00 – 11:30 AM. ]

· Food, Justice and Faith:  David Dornbos of Calvin College will present this four-week series on the issues surrounding the food we eat, where it comes from, and how what we do effects others and the environment we have been entrusted with. Join us TODAY in the Parlor.
· Parenting Your Parents: Join Al Heysteck of the Fountain Hill Center TODAY in Worship Center II at 11:10 AM for an exploration of the family issues surrounding elder care. Bring your questions and your stories as we look at what it means to Parent Your Parents. 
Senior High Class meets with Dr. Lotz in the Conference Room for Israel / Palestine – From Abraham to Arafat. This class will focus on the origins, development, and history of Israel / Palestine, from the patriarchs to the present day. 

CHILDREN & YOUTH EDUCATION:

PK-1st Grade
Rooms 7 & 9 (Fireside Room)

2nd & 3rd Grades
Room 3

4th & 5th Grades
Room 5

6th-8th Grades
Room 20
9th -12th Grades
Conference Room

MAY 11:  THERE WILL BE NO ADULT OR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION HOUR.
May 18: there WILL be CHILDREN’S EDUCATION HOUR, BUT NONE FOR ADULTS.

Pentecost Sunday – May 11, 2008

Scriptures:  Genesis 40:1-23
Dream Weaver: A Sin of Omission
Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

OUR PRAYERS THIS MORNING: Jo Ann Belter returned home from the hospital last Wednesday and is recovering at home from pneumonia; she is scheduled to have surgery in about a week.  Please pray for our homebound members, our missionaries, and those serving in the military. Pray, too, for members of our congregation who are in seminary: Nancy Claus, Bill Pekich, and David Veldt.  Pray constantly, and give thanks in all circumstances [I Thess. 5: 17,18].
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING IS AVAILABLE THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH.  Two nurses from our congregation, Sue Rudolph and Mary Van’t Hof, will be available before the worship service (9:00-9:20 AM), and following the worship service (10:30-11:00 AM) to check your blood pressure.  They can be found in the church office.  

Two Churches Come Together!  You are invited to a historic event TODAY at 4:00 PM! The two congregations, Central Reformed Church and First Christian Reformed Church will worship and take communion together once again at Central Reformed Church. In 1857, this split of members from Central Reformed Church founded the True Reformed Church of America which ultimately became the Christian Reformed Church denomination in 1881.  This is a public event open to the media.  Please join us!

No dinner club next Wednesday, May 7.  Rejoice Club will meet at its regular time, 4-5:15 PM, but no dinner club and no younger kids singing from 5:45-6:15 PM.
UNDIE SUNDAY - MAY 11:   The Christian Action Team is once again sponsoring Undie Sunday at Central.  Please bring one or more packages of NEW underwear with you on Sunday May 11.  There will be baskets at each entrance for your donations.  All sizes of men's, women's and children's underwear are needed.  The baskets of underwear will be taken to In The Image for distribution to those in need.  Thanks for your participation in this project.

Mark your calendar for Friday, May 16, at 7:30 PM.  The Barker Series presents Pamela Smitter Baker and Michael Bloss presenting an evening of musical romance titled “Pipes, Pistons, and Passion”.   Ms. Baker is currently principal trumpet with the West Shore Symphony Orchestra and a section trumpet in the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra.  Mr. Bloss is presently organist and Director of Music Ministry at Dublin Street United Church in Guelph, Ontario.  Don’t miss their performance!

Hard Hat Tours of the building project will be conducted by members of the Building Committee during Education Hour on Sunday, May 18. Signup sheets for specific times will be available during coffee break that day. The committee will provide the hard hats. So, bring your steel-toed boots (just kidding) and come prepared to get excited by all of the progress.

The Prince is Coming!  On May 18, join us as we view the second movie in the C.S. Lewis Chronicles of Narnia Series: Prince Caspian! We will gather in the lobby of the Cinemark Theater in Rivertown Crossings Mall for the 6:00-ish (Exact time TBA) showing of the movie, and then go to Applebee’s for dessert and discussion afterwards. What will happen to Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy this time? Join us on May 18 and find out!

Calling all Central Campers!  Do you love the outdoors...enjoy breathing fresh air and spending time with friends around a campfire?  We are planning the first annual Central Goes Camping for June 13-15.  Join us for one OR two nights of fun in the sun at Crystal Lake Best Holiday Trav-L-Park in Scottville, MI.  This is a forested family campground on beautiful Crystal Lake, with a sandy walk-out beach, playground, boat rentals, fishing, recreation hall, full service store and snack bar, as well as clean showers and restrooms, a laundry room, and lighted roads.  Please email dianasnoeyer@comcast.net ASAP (before May 9 - sorry about the short notice) with the number of people on your campsite, the number of nights you'll be camping and your sleeping accommodations (tent, camper).  If we have enough interest I'll inquire about a discounted group rate. 

GRACE HUNGER WALK:  Many thanks to all who participated in the GRACE Hunger Walk yesterday.  May God bless you, both the walkers and those who donated. This was the 31st Hunger Walk and the 31st time that Central Reformed Church members and friends have participated. Hungry people in Africa, Central America and right here in Kent County will benefit.

Just Who Do You Think You Are Anyway?  A dynamic, interactive group experience for boys ages 12-16.  Join Kevin DeKam of the Fountain Hill Center as he creates an eight-week group for young men to explore who they are and discover what God created them to be. Call Kevin at 456-1178 for details.
WANTED: USED SEWING MACHINE for costuming and other church-related sewing projects.    See Marybeth Timmer (285-9137) if you have one to donate.

ADDIE’S PANTRY:  during the month of May Addie’s Pantry would appreciate your gifts of cereal, tuna, and toilet paper.  Place your donations in the carts near the church’s entrances. Thanks for your generous support!

The Deacon Servant Network: Central has a network of volunteers willing to assist members with such needs as transportation, home maintenance, financial planning, etc.  If you need assistance, please contact the May Deacon on Call, Bill Molenaar (940-7021).

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT:  Central Reformed Church has many programs to provide for the needs within our community and within our church.  Addie's Pantry, music programs, Our Time. Our Turn., and youth trips are just a few of the programs that are possible due to the generous contributions of our members.  There is another program that also deserves mention.  The tithes you make weekly to the General Fund make all other programs possible.  The General Fund pays for the electricity and staffing for our church so we can continue our outreach.
We might not see or hear the results of the General Fund as in OTOT or the upkeep to the organ, but we could not function without it.  The recent fire in our church reminded us all how fortunate we are to have such a place to call home.  But this house requires maintenance and repairs are not cheap!
The clean up after the fire alone was over $26,000.  It takes over two weeks to collect that amount.  We have so many opportunities to give to various programs, please remember they would not be available if we did not have our church.  Please continue to give generously to our General Fund.

Financial Update:  The total amount pledged in Phase I of the Our Time. Our Turn. Building Fund was $1,628,932. In addition, more than $100,000 in Phase II money has also been pledged. As of 3/31/08 we received gifts of $1,208,245. We have also earned more than $21,000 in interest, thanks to people who were able to complete their pledge early. If God has enabled you to give an extra gift to help finance the ongoing renovation project, please fill out a Phase II pledge card and put it in the offering plate this morning. Thank you.
Gifts & other money received vs. expenses thru March 31, 2008:

                                               
Actual

Budget
Gifts & other money received:     
$561,328
$619,404           

Expenses:                                
$594,308
$619,404
Over / (Under)                          
($ 32,980)
$          0 

NURSERY SCHEDULE



TODAY:                               
May 11
Worship Hour Infants & Ones:
Caroline Higgins
Deb Byl

Worship Hour Twos & Threes:
Pam Morris
Mary Gerbens


Mary Bauman

Infants Nursery Staff:

Liz Yeager
Liz Yeager
Twos & Threes Nursery Staff:
Allie Boyer
Allie Boyer

Youth Interns - Infants:
Will Timmer
Holly Bajema
Youth Interns – Twos & Threes:
Eric Lunderberg
Kevin Bauman
YOUth Newz
· Breakfast Club is at Wolfgangs this Tuesday at 6:30am.
· Registration is open for the 2008 Mystery Trip for students entering grades 7-9 this fall!  We will leave on the morning of July 30 and return on the afternoon of August 2.  Cost is $200/student (all-inclusive!), and all participants will need a current passport!  Hmmm…is that a hint?!
· Combined Clubs next Sunday at 4:30pm.  We’re taking a little field trip together, and will probably be finished early…we’ll still have dinner together (.
· Upcoming meal providers: tonight – Tillema, 5/11 – Jesus, 5/18 - Taylor
· Next Youth Addie’s Diner is May 6th.  (Nate, Paul, Andrea and Nicki…see todd for potential subs if you can’t make it and can’t trade with someone else on the list!!)
· Final youth gatherings of the year are May 25 for SH and June 1 for JH.
FOR THE WEEK


5/4    SUNDAY – Communion; 4th Grade Worship Faithstep


9:30 AM
Worship – Dr. Louis Lotz


10:45 AM
Joyful Noise

10:45 AM
Klokkenkoor


11:00 AM
Communion for 1st Hour Volunteers (Chancel)


11:10 AM
Sunday School


4:00 PM
Ecumenical Communion Service with 1st CRC


4:30 PM
Junior High Youth Club


5:30 PM
Youth Club Dinner


6:15 PM
Senior High Youth Club

5/5    MONDAY


6:45 PM
Children’s Ministry Committee
5/6    TUESDAY 

12:00N
Addie’s Pantry


6:00 PM
Addie’s Diner

5/7    WEDNESDAY 

1:00 PM
Staff Meeting


4:00 PM
Rejoice Club – First Grade on up


5:45 PM
Rejoice Club - Preschool & Kindergarten Friends


5/8    THURSDAY 



9:30 AM
Bible Study in the Parlor

12:00N
Addie’s Pantry


7:15 PM
Chancel Choir

5/11    SUNDAY – Baptism

9:30 AM
Worship – Dr. Louis Lotz

10:45 AM
Joyful Noise


10:45 AM
Klokkenkoor


11:00 AM
Communion for 1st Hour Volunteers (Chancel)


NO Sunday School


4:30 PM
Combined Youth Clubs
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