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A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
by Dr. Louis Lotz 
 
Tom Peters, co-author of  In Search of Excellence , writes 
about two meetings he attended with two different companies 
that were having quality control problems. The problem at the 
first company was that doors kept falling off their products. At 
the meeting called to address this problem, people asked: 
“How many doors have fallen off? What percentage of our 
products have faulty doors? Should we check with our legal 
department to see if we are at risk of being sued? What about 
our competitor’s products – are their doors falling off, too? 
What would be an acceptable level of faulty doors – 5%, 
10%?” Says Peters: “Not once did they actually talk about the 
doors, or why they were falling off. They were not interested 
in solving the problem; they just wanted to manage the 
mess.” 
 

 

 

 

Now the second meeting. It was the Coleman Company, 
maker of camping supplies – stoves, lanterns, etc. Apparently 
Coleman was having a problem with metal fuel tanks that 
were cracking at the seam. Hearing this, the CEO thumps his 
fist on the table and says: “You mean we have defective 
products out there? Well get them back! Replace them! Fix 
the problem! I don’t ever want to hear about another faulty 
fuel tank!” And that was it. End of discussion. There was no 
financial analysis. There was no legal analysis. There was no 
customer relations analysis. There was only: “Fix the prob-
lem!”  And Peters adds: “The problem got fixed!”  
 

When issues arise in an organization – a company, a commit-
tee, a Consistory, a church – there is a  temptation to over-
analyze, to manage the mess. I remember an elder who, mid-
way through a long discussion of a particular problem, said: 
“We all know how to solve this problem. We all know what is 
the right thing to do. Let’s just do it.” May his tribe increase. 
 

From time to time every organization – including churches – 
should take a look at its decision-making process. Do we 
subject every idea, every issue, to an endless cycle of analy-
sis, passing it around like a football from committee to com-
mittee, from month to month? Such is the recipe for medioc-
rity and institutional paralysis. 
 

Not all problems have simple solutions, and making snap 
decisions without any analysis whatsoever is foolhardy. But 
too much analysis leads to “managing the mess.” We could 
all tell stories of problems that linger from meeting to meeting, 
from month to month, from year to year, as people analyzed, 
wrung their hands, and managed the mess. God give us lead-
ers who will thump their fist on the table and say: “We all 
know what is the right thing to do. Let’s do it.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWO CHURCHES COME TOGETHER 

On Sunday, May 4, at 4:00 PM , there will be a special Com-
munion Service at Central Reformed Church. For the first time 
in more than 150 years, two congregations that split long ago – 
Central Reformed Church and First Christian Reformed Church 
– will worship together.  

Rev. Bill De Vries (First Christian Reformed Church), Rev. 
Karen Fitz LaBarge , and Dr. Louis Lotz will preside at the 
service. Dr. Lotz will preach, and elders from both congrega-
tions will serve the Lord’s Supper.   

Our two churches split in April 1857, the secessionists taking 
the name The True Reformed Church of America, which in 
1881 became The Christian Reformed Church In America. For 
full details on the secession, see chapter 6 in Then, Now, Al-
ways, Jesus Is Lord: The History Of Central Reforme d 
Church,  by Daniel Ballast. We anticipate members of the media 
will be present for this historic event, and we hope you can be 
present as well! 

 

      

THE CENTRAL PULPIT 
 

    May 4  Communion 
   Sermon: Dream Weaver: A Stairway   
   To Heaven (#1 in a series) 
   Genesis 28:20-22, 35:1-5 
   Dr. Louis Lotz, preaching 
 

  May 4  4:00 PM—Communion Service with   
   First Christian Reformed Church of G.R. 
   Dr. Louis Lotz, preaching  
 

  May 11 Pentecost  
   Sermon: Dream Weaver: A Sin Of   
   Omission (#2 in a series) - Genesis 40:1-23 
   Dr. Louis Lotz, preaching 
 

  May 18 Sermon: Dream Weaver: A Skyscraper  
   With A Styrofoam Base (#3 in a series) 
   Daniel 2:1-19, 24-35 
   Dr. Louis Lotz, preaching 
 

  May 25 Sermon: Dream Weaver: The Wise Guy  
   I Kings 3: 5-15 
   Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge, preaching 

 

From time to time every organization –  
including churches – should take a look  

at its decision-making process.  

 
Kitchen Renovation Begins This Month: A complete renova-
tion of the upstairs kitchen has been approved by the Consis-
tory, and the work will begin this month. This project is inde-
pendent from the ongoing Our Time. Our Turn. project, and no 
General Fund monies will be used. The entire kitchen project 
will be funded by a special donation from a church family. The 
newly designed kitchen will include all new cabinets, quartz 
stone countertops, a tiled backsplash, stainless steel appli-
ances, flooring, lighting, a  pantry for storing nursery supplies – 
even a commercial coffee dispenser system for all the coffee 
lovers. The finished product promises to be lovely, yet very 
functional. Our thanks for this generous donation! 



 

 
 

ADDIE’S CLOSET  has been up and running for four months 
and to date we have given away 17 coats along with a hat, 
scarf and gloves set with each one.  We have also given 4 
pairs of snow pants and 3 pairs of boots.  Addie’s Closet is 
now closed for the season, but we will continue to be working 
to update our stock.  We are especially in need of wooden 
hangers, storage bins, boots for men, women and children, 
snow pants, and of course, winter coats.   Please keep your 
eyes open for any clearance winter items that you may find.  
    

.Thank you so much to the congregation for your generous 
donations and support to get this ministry off and running. We 
have helped 17 wonderful people and look forward to serve 
even more next year.      

        Addie’s Closet Co-ordinators  
Jennifer Wormmeester & Gretchen Monroe 

 
 
 
UNDIE SUNDAY—May 11, 2008. The Christian Action Team 
is once again sponsoring Undie Sunday. Please bring one or 
more packages of NEW underwear with you on Sunday, May 
11. There will be baskets at each entrance for your donations. 
All sizes of men’s, women’s and children’s underwear are 
needed. The baskets will be taken to In The Image for distri-
bution to those in need. Thank you for your participation in this 
project! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CARE COMMITTEE: We held our first Blood Pressure Screen-
ing and it was very successful. Two of our nurses did blood pres-
sure checks on 23 members. Nurses are available the first Sun-
day of the month from 9:00—9:45 AM and again for 45 minutes 
after the worship service ends. Mark your calendars! The next 
date will be Sunday, May 4. 

Coming next fall :   Sunday, October 12—Flu Shot Clinic 
         Date to be determined—Blood Drive 
 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Sixty-four Prayer Shawls have 
been distributed by the pastors and people of Central. Each 
Prayer Shawl bears a card that reads: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of someone who needs a Prayer Shawl, or if you 
would like to join the Central Stitchers and create a Prayer Shawl, 
please contact Norma De Boer or the church office. 

 This Prayer Shawl is a gift for you. It was knit by a member 
of Central Reformed Church. Each time the Prayer Shawl’s 
creator picked up the yarn and needles to work, he/she 
prayed, “Creator God, may this shawl be a sign of your heal-
ing presence. May it warm those who are weary. May it 
comfort those who are in pain. May it be a token of your 
abiding presence. Amen. We hope that the warmth of this 
shawl will bring to you a sense of God’s peace and pres-
ence. “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you, and that 
you may be in health”  III John 2. 

For the entire time I have served at and attended Central, one 
piece of the Sunday morning service has always made me 
chuckle a little.  We always begin our “children’s moment” with a 
song/psalm which we say is meant to help us settle down a little 
and let God fill us up in the quiet stillness.  It is not the song 
itself that intrigues me, but the way we “sing” it.  Why do we 
have motions for a song titled Be Still and Know? 

I have a couple theories, and both create some great illustra-
tions (even though neither helps me ignore the irony!) 

The reality is that our motions aren’t just random movements, 
but based on actual sign language.  We express the message 
of the psalm musically, lyrically and visually.  As St. Paul wrote, 
“I have become all things to all people so that by all possible 

means I might save some.” (1Cor 9:22).  Signing is not only for 
the hearing-impaired, it communicates the message more 
clearly even to some of us who can audibly hear the music. 

The other possibility, based on some honest personal reflection, 
is a much deeper issue.  Maybe we don’t know how to be still 
anymore.  With all the deadlines and parties and exams and 
meetings and political and financial stress of our lives, maybe 
we have become nearly unable to bear silence or simplicity or 
stillness of any kind.  If you are anything like me, your involve-
ment with church is FAR more often than not a series of to-dos 
and events and obligations.  One peek inside my soul shows a 
similar attitude toward my personal relationship with God.  
When I am ready for some “God time”, I try to do so proactively, 
on my own schedule, using the same methods I have always 
used to connect with God.  I’m not sure that’s the kind of “still” 
God has in mind.  In our active pursuit of favor with God (or His 
church), are we perhaps often just creating interference for His 
real work of saving souls?  Am I?  (ouch on the reflect-o-meter). 

I enjoyed immensely the privilege of standing with this year’s 
Journey Class as each affirmed his/her faith publicly.  The trick 
is the “faith” part.  May those students (and all of us) live lives 
dependent, more than anything, on our faith...and not our ac-
tions.  May our actions not be worth nothing, but may they gain 
infinite worth because they originate from a secure and powerful 
relationship with the Father.  Above all, may our actions con-
tinually redirect all glory and attention back toward God (where 
it belongs)...that by all means WE might save some!  

His boy...todd <>< 

PS: Congratulations Journey class of 2008...we’re proud of you! 
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The Journey —Will, Tanis, Jane, Emily, Bethany and Nicki 

CHRISTIAN ACTION TEAM 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Throughout the month of April, a lot of visible progress was made on the exterior of the new addition. With warmer temperatures and 
drier weather, the masonry work was completed - including the surrounds for the air-conditioning equipment. In addition, the new 
north and east entrance canopies were constructed.  
 

Inside the existing facility, work was being finished on the new doors and hardware, the sprinkler system was installed in the chapel, 
and the new entrance to Fellowship Hall from the new lower lobby was started. Most of the new lighting was installed in various areas 
of the facility. The Property Committee has been busy with several projects including refinishing the tile floor in the sanctuary. 
 

In the new addition, most of the final brickwork has been completed, the new elevator has been installed – except for the final adjust-
ments, and the stairway has arrived and is in place. Work continues inside with emphasis on the drywall and woodwork. Preparations 
for the final finishes are also being completed. 
 

In the coming weeks, most of the work on the exterior will be completed. The rest of the translucent ceiling and the windows on the 
east side will be installed, the sidewalks will be poured, and the initial grading of the lawn will be completed. The railing for the new 
stairway will be installed and work will continue on the final materials and finishes. 
 

This is an exciting time in the life of Central Reformed Church as we are now in the home stretch.  Up-to-date information and more 
pictures will be provided in future editions of Central Life. In addition, there will be hard hat tours in mid-May. The Sunday bulletins will 
have more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RENOVATION PROJECT 

The main stairway is installed The new east entrance takes shape The rooster watches over the construction 

 

BARKER SERIES CONCERT 

Please join us on Friday, May 16  at 7:30 PM, when we conclude our 30th Anniversary season by welcoming Pamela Smitter 
Baker and Michael Bloss for an evening of musical romance titled “Pipes, Pistons, and Passion”.  
 

We are so grateful that these talented musicians are able to return 
following their severe weather cancellation in February, and have 
promised them “no snow”.   
 

Ms. Baker is currently principal trumpet with the West Shore Sym-
phony Orchestra and a section trumpet in the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra.  Mr. Bloss is presently organist and Director of Music 
Ministry at Dublin Street United Church in Guelph, Ontario.  
  

Together they have planned a selection of music for trumpet and 
organ that you won’t want to miss! 
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Dr. William S. Davidson II is the son of Barb Davidson 
and the late Bill Davidson and recently received the 2008 
Distinguished Alumnus Award from GVSU. He is cur-
rently a professor at MSU and editor-in-chief of the Ameri-
can Journal of Community Psychology. He is also a Sen-
ior Scientist with the Michigan Public Health Institute at 
MSU and Director of their adolescent diversion program. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree from GVSU, and his 
master’s degree and Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.   
 

Bill is one of the nation’s preeminent authorities on behav-
ioral psychology, with much of his research focusing on 
the juvenile justice system, violence against women and 
the prevention of child abuse. He travels extensively, is a 
widely-published author, and holds a host of prominent 
review and consulting positions. 
 

He has been honored by the United Nations, the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, the US Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, and the State of Michigan 
Governor’s Office. In 2001, he received the title of Univer-
sity Distinguished Professor. He lives with his wife, Mary 
in Williamston, Michigan. 
 

(Bill and Barb’s son and his wife, James and Charlotte 
Davidson , received this same award in 1992. They are 
the only couple to have received this award. They are at 
the Choate School in Wallingford, Connecticut.) 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Lisa B. Morris, the daughter of Judy Morris, and 
sister to Jeff Morris, received her undergraduate 
degree from U of M, and her MBA from Darden 
Business School at the University of Virginia with 
a major in marketing.  

She then worked in Manhattan as a brand strat-
egy consultant. It was during this time that she 
studied at the Actors Institute and found that she 
enjoyed voice-over work and continues to per-
form in that medium.  

Lisa now lives in San Francisco and works as the Director of Brand Mar-
keting for Account Now, a financial services company. She enjoys travel, 
hiking, live music, and spending time with her boyfriend and geographi-
cally-diverse set of close friends. 

 

 

Phase I of the Our Time. Our Turn.   
Capital Campaign Update through 3/31/08 

 

Total Pledge Balance - $1,628,932  
Total Pledge Receipts - $1,208, 245  
Campaign Completion Rate - 74% 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support  
of the Our Time. Our Turn. campaign as our collective  

dreams turn into reality.  Due to faithful payment of pledges,  
we have already earned $21,118 in interest!   


