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CENTRAL LIFE 

      

 
THE CENTRAL PULPIT 

 

   September 6:  Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 

        The Lord’s Supper 
       Blood Pressure Screening       
               

  September 13:  Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
  Church Picnic 
  Agora Evening Worship Begins 
           
  September 20:  Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
  Care Fair 
  First Day of Sunday School 
 

  September 27:  Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
  Sacrament of Baptism 
 

  October 4:  Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
  Worldwide Communion 
         
  October 11:  Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
      
  October 18:  Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
     
  October 25:  Dr. Stan Mast, Preaching 
  Central-LaGrave Pulpit Exchange 

 

 “Planning Worship” 

By 

Dr. Louis Lotz 

I hit a nerve, apparently, when I spoke in a recent sermon 
about a pastor friend who said he didn’t use prayers of con-
fession in his church because, “...all they do is make people 
feel bad.” I replied, only half in jest, that we are Calvinists: 
we’re supposed to feel bad. Those bad feelings lead to 
confession and that leads to forgiveness. “When I declared 
not my sin, my body wasted away through my groaning all 
day long…. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord’; then thou dost forgive the guilt of my sin.” (Psalm 32: 
3-5). I was surprised how many people talked to me about 
that, and lamented the loss of confession in more contem-
porary, seeker-oriented styles of worship.  

A so-called seeker service is designed to attract non-
religious people. I have no quarrel with seeker services. 
There is more than one way to worship. I have been in 
seeker services that I thought were excellent, and I have 
been in traditional worship services that were as dead as a 
doornail. I do think, however, that worship planners striving 
to attract non-religious people have to be on guard against 
throwing the proverbial baby out with the bath water. Secu-
lar people don’t like to feel bad about their failures, so you 
omit elements of penitence and confession. Without      
confession there is no need for an assurance of God’s par-
don, so out it goes. Secular people aren’t interested in 
dusty old creeds and catechisms, so they are jettisoned. 
Seekers are interested in self-improvement, not suffering 
and discipleship, so sermons focus on self-realization and 
personal growth and “Five Ways to Boost Your Self-
Esteem”, all of which somehow begin with the letter C. You 
see where this is going. 

When worship goes wrong, what makes it wrong is not  
upbeat music and guitars and drums. Actually, I think guitar 
music would be a pleasant addition to worship now and 
then. What makes worship wrong-whether seeker oriented 
or traditional-is when it revolves around us, rather than 
around a transcendent God, and when worship leaders 
become performers and the congregation becomes the 
audience. You’re not the audience in worship—God is the 
audience.  

I will look for you in your proper place on Sunday morning. 
“O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before 
the Lord, our Maker!” (Psalm 95:6). 

 

MEMBERS CALLING MEMBERS is a new program to 
help the “at home” Senior Members of Central stay con-
nected with the congregation at large. Each week a 
“Senior Member” will be listed in the bulletin under 
Prayer Concerns. Their address and phone number will 
also be included: 

• Call on God, remembering them in your daily 
prayers that week. 

• You may call them by phone and let them know you 
are thinking of them, praying for them, and are 
thankful for their work for Central in the past. 

• You may choose to call on them in person. 

• You may simply enjoy sending them a greeting card.  

As you reach out to these Seniors you will be blessed.  
Please call Rev. Mary Bos with any questions at 538-
6085.  

MEMBERS CALLING MEMBERS 

FLU SHOTS, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!! TWO NURSES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO GIVE FLU 
SHOTS FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP SERVICE ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, FROM 

10:30-NOON, ON THE LOWER LEVEL OF THE ATRIUM.  



SPORTSLIFE CAMP 2009 A HUGE SUCCESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty Five 1st - 5th grade kids excited about Jesus exploded through fellowship hall this summer, as Sportslife Camp 
took Central Reformed Church by storm! Going down in history as one of the best Vacation Bible School programs ever, 
our 2009 Sportslife Camp was truly an outreach program as 60% of the kids attending were not members, but were 
neighborhood children or friends and relatives of members. With six volunteers from the neighborhood working along-
side Central's excellent volunteers, basketball, street hockey, art, cheerleading, dance, frisbee and soccer had kids inter-
acting and participating alongside adults in a team environment that built new strong relationships.   

A preschool aged Sportslife Camp Jr. Program, completely created by Central, ran simultaneously with Sportslife Camp, 
and gave younger siblings of the campers a similar age appropriate experience. The Children's Ministry Team is        
currently considering offering Sportslife Camp again in 2010. With your prayers and financial support, we can make that 
dream a reality!  

 
  

LOOK FORWARD TO AN EXCITING YEAR OF MUSIC FOR ALL  AGES  

After a few months of rest and relaxation, the music program at Central Reformed Church is getting ready for another ex-
citing and event-filled season.   

 

 

CENTRAL’S FIRST SUMMER CHOIR: Thanks to all individuals who were part of the Summer Choir this season. Their 
musical offerings were a wonderful addition to the worship services.  

YOUTH CHOIR: For all children and youth of the congregation in grades five through twelve. Rehearsals begin on Sun-

day, September 20, from 10:45-11:10 A.M. in the Choir Room.  

HANDBELL CHOIR: For children in grades three and four. They will meet with Mr. Bartusch on Wednesday afternoons 

(beginning September 9) from 5:45-6:15 P.M.  

 

 

CELEBRATION RINGERS: Will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September 9, from 6:15-7:00 P.M. 

KLOKKENKOOR RINGERS: First rehearsal will be on Sunday, September 20, at 11:15 A.M. in the Choir Room. Some 
wonderful and challenging new music has been chosen for the year. So come and “Ring up a storm!!”  

CHANCEL CHOIR: Our wonderful Chancel Choir’s first rehearsal will be on Thursday, September 3. As well as pre-
senting many wonderful anthems for our worship services, on Sunday, December 13, the Chancel Choir will present 
Dietrich Buxtehude’s Magnificat, a glorious choral work based in the story of Mary and her visit to her cousin Elizabeth, 
when she is told that she will be the Mother of the Son of God. The choir will be accompanied by string quartet and organ.  

Exciting Additions to Music Program 

Returning Music Programs 

2009-2010 Barker Series 

October 18, 2009: Jeff Dwarhuis, classical guitarist. 

December 31, 2009: New Year’s Eve Concert. Todd 
Wilson, International Concert Organist.  

March 14, 2010: Alma College Choir 

April 18, 2010: Embellish Handbell Choir. 



Animals enrich our lives in so many ways. They give us 
companionship; they guard our homes and they teach us 
many lessons about faithfulness and love.  

Come join us at 4:00 PM on Sunday, October 4, for a 
special service of blessing for animals and their owners 
at Central Reformed Church.  

Please bring cats, and other animals in cages, and dogs 
on a leash or with a crate. Treats for both animal kind and 
humans will be provided. For more details, please contact 
Pastor Karen.  

 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM IN WORSHIP 

ADULT EDUCATION OFFERINGS 

The Theology of Space and Architecture 

Rev. Dr. Laura Smit   September 20 

Back by popular demand, Dr. Smit will kick off our Symbolism 
in Worship Series with a session about glorifying God in archi-
tecture. 

Does Central’s Architecture Reflect its Character? 

Dr. Daniel L. Ballast   September 27 and October 4 

Central is unique in that it has experienced two births and one 
marriage. Has that impacted our architecture and our life 
within it. And, do the ordinary things that we walk by each 
week have something to tell us? 

Discussion on Christian Symbolism in Worship 

David Veldt     October 25 

To conclude our six week study of Christian Symbolism in 
Worship, we will discuss the implications for Central Reformed 
Church of all of these aspects of Christian Symbolism  

Art in the Liturgy and Worship 

Helen Phillips     October 11 and 18 

Everything that you always wanted to know about religious 
symbolism but were afraid to ask.  

Dealing with Anxiety and Stress 

Fountain Hill Center     September 20  and 27 

Stress and anxiety are pervasive today and are effecting our 
physical and spiritual health. Is there any relief? 

Women in the Bible 

Rev. Dr. Lynn Japinga    October 4—18 

When we examine the stories of women in the Bible we 
discover a spectrum of both positive and negative experi-
ences. Do those experiences still resonate with us today? 

The Belhar Confession 

Rev. Dr. Cynthia Holder Rich  November 1—15 

The 2009 RCA General Synod voted to adopt this confes-
sion and it needs ratification by 2/3 of the regional classes. 
What are the history and implications of this creed? 

Identifying Your Spiritual Gifts 

Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge  November 22 and December 13 

What are spiritual gifts? Do I have them and what should I do with 
them? This practical course will help you discern your gifts and 
will guide you in finding your vocation. 

The Meaning of Biblical Authority 

Rev. Dr. Louis Lotz     December 6 

How do I Know? The Bible tells me so! What is the nature and 
meaning of Biblical authority? What do we mean when we say 
that the Bible is God’s Word or inspired by God? What is the dif-
ference between inerrancy and infallibility? 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS 

Angels, Satan and the Powers 

Jodi MacLean: Wednesdays, September 16 through   
October 28 from 9:00—11:00 AM. 

Modern Christians seem both spiritually curious and intellectu-
ally repelled by the idea that spiritual beings exist and even 
operate in our world. You can post quiz results on a Facebook 
page revealing such things as “Who is Your Guardian Angel?”, 
but mention “spirits” or “the Devil” at a party and you’ll likely get 
a raised eyebrow or a smirk as your conversation partner real-
izes that you’re one of those people.  
 

Who is in the Heavenly Host anyway? And what about spiritual 
beings who have pursued the dark side  -  Satan and the De-
mons? Do our images and ideas come only from literature and 
the movies? What does Scripture say?  
 

We’ll begin each week with a Bible passage that offers perspec-
tive on these beings and their role in the cosmos, and then we’ll 
explore what some Christian scholars have contributed to our 
understanding. We’ll also discuss the Reformed tradition’s 
teachings on the nature of evil and what might be a spiritually 

healthy perspective for us on the powers of angels and de-
mons. 

Exploring God’s Grandeur: The Theological Imagination of 

Gerald Manely Hopkins 

Dr. Jen Holberg    November 1—11 

Poetry in both form and content should be deeply theological, 
helping us to better understand God, the creation, ourselves 
and our fellow human beings. 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 



 

 

 

 

42 people are getting 
excited about making the theatre trip to Stratford, Ontario, 
Canada, on Friday and Saturday, October 9 and 10. The 
group has wonderful seats to see both Cyrano deBergerac 
and West Side Story at the Festival Theatre. They will also 
have time to view flower gardens, walk the Avon River, go 
antiquing or a little shopping.  

 

Thursday, December 3, 
a group will go to Chicago to shop the One-Of-A-Kind-Sale 
at the Merchandise Mart and ChristKindlemarkt. While the 
reservations for the trip are full, a waiting list is being kept. 
Contact Sue Poll or Linda Ballast, if interested. 

TRIPS 

Stratford Trip Sold Out 

Chicago 

Thursday, September 3: Chancel Choir Rehearsals       
begin. 

Sunday, September 6: Blood Pressure Screening 

Wednesday, September 9: Handbell Choir rehearsal for 
children grades 3 and 4, 5:45-6:15 P.M. 

Wednesday, September 9: Celebration Ringers re-
hearsal, 6:15-7:00 P.M.  

Sunday, September 13: Church Picnic. 

Sunday, September 13: Agora evening worship begins. 

Sunday, September 20: Youth Choir Rehearsals begin, 
10:45-11:10 A.M. 

Sunday, September 20: First day of Sunday School.  

Sunday, September 20: Klokkenkoor Ringers rehearsal 
begins, 11:15 A.M. 

Sunday, September 20: Care Fair during fellowship 
hour. 

Sunday, October 4: Blessing of the Animals, 4:00 P.M. 
in Cloister Garden. 

Friday and Saturday, October 9-10: Stratford Trip 

Sunday, October 18: Flu Shots in Lower Atrium. 

Sunday, October 18: Barker Concert –Jeff Dwarhuis, 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Central Reformed Church has been located in Heritage 
Hill long before and since the area was designated as 
such. By being located here, we are members of the   
Heritage Hill Association.  

HERITAGE HILL AT A GLANCE: 

1,300 Structures 

3,605 Households 

5,559 People (73% are Tenants—27% are Owners) 

66% Owner Occupied or Heritage Hill neighbor owned. 

75% Caucasian; 17% African-American; 5% Hispanic; 2% 
Asian. (Per 2000 Census). 

 

 

 

Central’s annual Care Fair is sched-
uled for Sunday, September 20, dur-
ing coffee fellowship in the Atrium. 
Ministry projects will be highlighted 
and displayed, and Care Team mem-

bers will be available to answer questions. Care projects 
include:  

• Bereavement Basket Program 

• Monthly Blood Pressure Checks 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry 

• New Employment Support Group 

• In-home Meals Program 

• Blood Drive 

• Minister to Seniors 

• Flu Shot Ministry 

Stop by and check it out! You, too, can sign up to be-
come part of one of these ministries.  

 ANNUAL CARE FAIR SCHEDULED 

NEW TIME-FRAME FOR EDUCATION HOUR 

This fall, Central Reformed Church’s Education hour will 
synchronize the various Sunday morning education activi-
ties to better coincide with each other.  

All children’s, youth, and adult education classes will begin 
at 11:15 A.M and end at Noon. This time-change will allow 
several different things to occur: youth, from grade five on 
up will now have the opportunity to join the new Youth 
Choir that will rehearse on Sunday mornings from 10:45 to 
11:15 A.M., while the Joyful Noise kids will still meet dur-
ing that same time time-slot before going to their Walk with 
Me Sunday School Classes.  

Adults will now enjoy a bit more time to greet visitors and 
have fellowship in the Atrium before attending their Adult 
Education Classes in the Chapel or Parlor. Join us for the 
Education Hour!! You will be surprised how much you can 
learn in just forty-five minutes per week!! 

OUR HERITAGE HILL NEIGHBORS 
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about a pastor friend who said he didn’t use prayers of con-
fession in his church because, “...all they do is make people 
feel bad.” I replied, only half in jest, that we are Calvinists: 
we’re supposed to feel bad. Those bad feelings lead to 
confession and that leads to forgiveness. “When I declared 
not my sin, my body wasted away through my groaning all 
day long…. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord’; then thou dost forgive the guilt of my sin.” (Psalm 32: 
3-5). I was surprised how many people talked to me about 
that, and lamented the loss of confession in more contem-
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A so-called seeker service is designed to attract non-
religious people. I have no quarrel with seeker services. 
There is more than one way to worship. I have been in 
seeker services that I thought were excellent, and I have 
been in traditional worship services that were as dead as a 
doornail. I do think, however, that worship planners striving 
to attract non-religious people have to be on guard against 
throwing the proverbial baby out with the bath water. Secu-
lar people don’t like to feel bad about their failures, so you 
omit elements of penitence and confession. Without      
confession there is no need for an assurance of God’s par-
don, so out it goes. Secular people aren’t interested in 
dusty old creeds and catechisms, so they are jettisoned. 
Seekers are interested in self-improvement, not suffering 
and discipleship, so sermons focus on self-realization and 
personal growth and “Five Ways to Boost Your Self-
Esteem”, all of which somehow begin with the letter C. You 
see where this is going. 

When worship goes wrong, what makes it wrong is not  
upbeat music and guitars and drums. Actually, I think guitar 
music would be a pleasant addition to worship now and 
then. What makes worship wrong-whether seeker oriented 
or traditional-is when it revolves around us, rather than 
around a transcendent God, and when worship leaders 
become performers and the congregation becomes the 
audience. You’re not the audience in worship—God is the 
audience.  

I will look for you in your proper place on Sunday morning. 
“O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before 
the Lord, our Maker!” (Psalm 95:6). 
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nected with the congregation at large. Each week a 
“Senior Member” will be listed in the bulletin under 
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also be included: 

• Call on God, remembering them in your daily 
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• You may call them by phone and let them know you 
are thinking of them, praying for them, and are 
thankful for their work for Central in the past. 
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