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CENTRAL LIFE 

      

THE CENTRAL PULPIT 
 

  January 31: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching  
      Sermon-Depression: When the Bottom           
 Drops Out Of Your Soul 
      Scripture: Psalm 139: 1-18, Romans 8: 35-39 
      Joyful Noise Children’s Choir       
               
  February 7: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
       Sermon: The Great Pretender 
       Scripture: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
       Communion Served (Intinction) 

             
  February 14: Seminarian Nancy Claus, Preaching 
         No Sunday School 
         Soup’s On Luncheon 
          
  February 17: Ash Wednesday (12:00 Noon)     
       

  February 21: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching (Lent #1) 
         Sermon-Lenten Questions: Whom Do You Need To Comfort? 
         Scripture: Psalm 40: 1-8, II Samuel 11: 1-17, 12: 1-7     
      
  February 28: Youth Sunday (Lent #2) 
 
  March 7: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching (Lent #3) 
          Sermon-Lenten Questions: What Do You Need To Confess? 
          Scripture: Psalm 51: 1-17, I John 1: 5-10 
          Communion Served (Passing) 
          Jeanette Baas Teacher in Residence: Joel Tanis 
           
  March 14: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching (Lent #4) 
          Sermon: Lenten Questions: Where Do You Belong? 
          Scripture: Luke 15: 11-32 
          Jeanette Baas Teacher In Residence: Joel Tanis 
                      [Daylight Savings Time Begins] 
 

 LENT-RECOGNIZING                  

GOD’S PRESENCE  

By 

 

For a lot of Christians, Lent means self-denial. “What are 
you giving up for Lent?” But there’s more to it than that. 
We’ve all had the kind of Lent where we give something up-
cheesecake, alcohol, pizza, whatever-only to discover that 
this practice, however beneficial to our waistlines, bears 
little spiritual fruit in our lives. Lent’s purpose is to help us to 
recognize the presence of God in our world, and our lives. 

In my line of work, I see people bear heavy burdens and 
endure painful tribulations, yet often without any awareness 
of, or reliance on, the presence of God. It’s like watching a 
swimmer flounder in deep water while a life preserver is 
floating alongside. What we want to do in Lent is cultivate 
practices that help us recognize God’s saving presence 

alongside us, and within us. 

For example, if we give something 
up for Lent, our sacrifice should 
remind us that all the blessings we 
enjoy, and commonly take for 
granted, do not come from our own 
hands, but from a generous God. If 
we fast during Lent, our self-denial 
should help us remember that God 
gives us our daily bread, and even 
more, that “...man does not live 
by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God” (Mt. 4:4). If we 
dedicate ourselves during Lent to a 

regimen of prayer, our whole outlook will change, and we’ll 
begin to recognize how God is at work in the world and in 
our lives, and how His strength is our consolation in times 
of trial. If we commit ourselves during Lent to acts of mercy 
and charity, we’ll begin to recognize the face of Christ in 
those whom we serve, and love Him in them as we would 
love Him in person. Lent isn’t about senseless sacrifices; 
it’s about meaningful ones. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17, and con-
cludes on the Saturday of Holy Week. There will be a noon 
Ash Wednesday service at Central, an opportunity for you 
to begin the season with Scripture, prayer, and the tradi-
tional mark of ashes on the forehead. On Maundy Thurs-
day, there will be a Seder Meal, followed by our traditional 
Maundy Thursday Communion Service. The next day, 
Good Friday, folks from several downtown churches will 

 

gather at Central for the annual Community Good     
Friday Service. There will be worship every Sunday, of 
course, adult education classes, and visits from our 2010 
Jeanette Baas Teacher in Residence, Joel Tanis. I hope 
that you’ll take advantage of these opportunities, and that 
they will accomplish in you the purpose for which they are 
designed-to help you recognize the presence of God in 
your world, in your church, and in your life.  

 

February 22, 1861: M.L. Luten, 
Superintendent of Second   
Reformed Church’s Sunday 
School, leaves “...to fight for the 
preservation of the Union.” 

February 10, 1953: Central 
Reformed Church on Barclay and Fountain destroyed by 
fire.  

January 25, 1975: Prayer Chain formed. 

January 14, 1979: Children’s Bulletin introduced.  

February 19, 1989: First communion with children as 
participants.  

 



When their children 
reach the years beyond 
the elementary, the teen 
years, and even college, 
many parents are re-
lieved to move on with 
their lives. But, imagine 
the help, wisdom, knowl-
edge and advice that 
they have to share with 
those who are now    
experiencing the difficult 

job of raising their children in the Christian Faith. With or 
without children, please feel challenged to join the Chil-
dren’s Ministry Team, and/or to offer your help with the 
nurseries, worship centers, or Walk With Me Program.  

This Spring, when “Balloon Sunday” arrives, take a  
balloon? Your help is needed.  

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM 

 

“Let the Chil-

dren come unto 

me.” 

Panel from the 

Leenhout    

Window 

 

 

On Sunday, March 7 and Sunday, March 14, we will wel-
come artist Joel Schoon Tanis as our 2010 Teacher In 
Residence. Adult Education classes, our children, and our 
youth will be involved in discussing the role that faith plays 
in the arts. Joel will include the themes that art is communi-
cation, that art should play a vital role in telling our faith sto-
ries, and that in many ways the Christian community often 
falls short in the area of the arts. In the process, he gives 
good and bad examples of the integration of art and faith.  

Joel will engage all of us in the artistic process by helping 
us create a congregational painting that will be “rooted” in 
Scripture.  

On the evening of Sunday, March 7, Joel will join us at an 
intergenerational event (including children) where he will 
share some basic ideas about being creative, such as       
doodling and brainstorming about the stages of a story. 
Joel loves to see things through the eyes of children, and 
often uses wildlife to take a fresh look at faith images. 

Joel is a celebrated painter who has shown his work 
around the United States and as far away as Nairobi, 
Kenya, where he presented an art show to raise money for 
the African Fund for Endangered Wildlife. His murals can 
be found in many schools, children’s hospitals and  

“CREATIVITY AND FAITH” 
TEACHER IN RESIDENCE 

MARCH 7 &14 

churches. As an illustrator, Joel has contributed to more 
than half dozen books for children. Most notably, he illus-
trated the New International  Reader’s Version Kids 
Study Bible for Zondervan Publishing Company. He won 
the “Moonbeam Children’s Book Award” for his book, 
Swing!, and his latest book is, The One, The Only Mag-
nificent Me!, by Mackinac Island Press. Joel also is the 
creator and writer of the award-winning Come On Over! A 
children’s television program that has won two Telly 
Awards and 12 regional Emmy Awards.  

 

For many years, Central has led our students into making a public 
profession of faith through a class called “The Journey”, which 
met weekly for 3 months.  This year, we shifted to a single 
weekend retreat, to minimize the time commitment, and simul-
taneously increase the intensity of “the Journey”. 

The new format helped students to grow as the Body of 
Christ, growing closer to one another AS they grew closer 
to God.  It was a great experience, both meaningful & fun. 

 And yet…  It was only a single weekend.  It was an 
event.  We were intentional in deciding to run the pro-
gram that way this year, but condensing the Journey 
made it necessary to spend a little extra time on the fact 
that a life of faith is not something that can be “arrived 
at”, but something that must always be striven for.  A life 
of faith is a lifetime of seeking without ceasing. 

Have you ever wished it were possible to “arrive” at a 
point in our faith life where we could quit expending ef-
fort and still bring Him glory?  I have.  However I cannot 
even imagine that possibility.  The very nature of a Chris-
tian is that he/she is proactive in love of God, and proac-
tive in serving others out of love for God. 

In discussing this concept in terms of our Reformed tradition, 
one might explain that we are: “always reformed, and always 
re-forming.”  You BET we are...and may we be joyfully so! 

His boy...todd <>< 

The Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless JourneyThe Endless Journey            

YOUTH AUCTION 

 ~ Save the Date ~ 

March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010March 6, 2010            
6:00pm6:00pm6:00pm6:00pm    

Custer Workplace Interiors 



January 31, 2010: Exploring     
Ethics, Led by Brian Andrew Con-
tinuing discussion of Christian Ethics 

January 31, 2010: The Bible and 
Handel’s Messiah, Led by Fred 
Overeem and Tim Elzinga. A    se-
ries of Bible studies from the text      
of this famous musical work.   

 

February 7, 2010: Viewing the Ecumenical Landscape, 
Led by Rev. Peter Borgdorff, World Communion of        
Reformed Churches. 

The WCRC is a new network of the RCA and eleven other 
Presbyterian, Congregational, and Reformed Denomina-
tions that will form in June of this year. 

February 7, 2010: Continuation of The Bible and Han-

del’s Messiah, Led by Fred Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

 

February 14, 2010: No Classes.  Winter Break. 

 

February 21, 2010: Planning a Fruitful Mission Trip, 
Led by Jay Harsevoort. 

A mission trip can bless those who serve as much or more 
than those being served.  

February 21, 2010: Continuation of The Bible and Han-

del’s Messiah, Led by Fred Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

 

February 28, 2010: My Name is Asher Lev, by Chaim 
Potok, a book discussion led by Dr. Louis Lotz. This best-
selling story has been an inspiration to our Teacher in 
Residence.  

February 28, 2010: Continuation of The Bible and Han-

del’s Messiah, Led by Fred Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

 

March 7, 2010: Teacher in Residence. Joel Tanis. 

March 14, 2010: Teacher in Residence. Joel Tanis. 

 

March 21, 2010: Reformed Standards, Led by Rev. 
David Veldt. For newer RCA members. A discussion of the 
theological standards of the Reformed Faith. 

March 21, 2010: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah, Led 
by Dr. Carol Bechtel. 

Dr. Bechtel is Professor of Old Testament at Western 
Theological Seminary, Past President of the RCA and  
author of this Bible Study Series.  

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

January 20, 2010 

       through    

February 24, 2010 

Paul: To Live is Christ. 

This study offers an in-
teresting overview of 

Paul’s life and witness, using Scriptures from Acts and 
several Pauline epistles. The study ties the lessons to con-
temporary issues by making connections with news items, 
snippets from poetry and music, stories and quotations 
about people, and challenging questions/suggestions  
about our own behavior in a modern/secular society. 

March 3, 2010 through April 21, 2010: Nehemiah: A 

Servant Leader.  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

9:30-11:00 A.M. 

 

 

 

The next Book Club will be on 
Thursday, February 4, 2010 at 
10:00 A.M. Sue Poll will lead a 
discussion on the book, The 
Lost Symbol, by Dan Brown. 
Call Sue if you have any ques-
tions (745-1947) 

BOOK CLUB 

 

LET’S EAT! SOUP’S ON-SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

Join your church family for a mid-winter soup lunch. Come 
to Fellowship Hall at 11:00 AM to 
eat five piping-hot nourishing soups 
with crackers. What can you bring? 
If your name begins with A-L, bring 
a dessert; if your last name begins 
with M-Z, bring a salad. Baskets will 
be available for our donation to de-
fray expenses. Sign-up in the 
Atrium.  

 

 

Join Sue Poll and Linda Ballast for two exciting perform-
ances: Friday, September 24, Shakespeare’s As You 
Like It, and Saturday afternoon, September 25, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Evita. The cost will be $325, and includes 
transportation, the two performances, lodging (with a buf-
fet breakfast), the bus driver tip, a box lunch on the way 
there and a box supper on the way home. $100 holds your 
seat. Talk with Sue Poll, suepoll@gmail.com, 866-2280, or 
Linda Ballast, lindaballast@comcast.net, 975-4448.  

 

STRATFORD 2010 



 

  

 

Seven weddings were performed 
at Central in 2009, with the first of 
2010 performed on January 2, 
2010. One of the weddings was of 
a member of Central. Both of the 
Wedding Hostesses report that 
the experience so far has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Almost 
all of the families have been gra-
cious, complementary of our 
church, and impressed with the 

treatment they have received from staff.  

Four weddings have been scheduled so far for 2010, and 
more are in the process of being scheduled.  

Central’s Wedding Hostesses are Jennifer Andrew and 
Diana Snoeyer. Diana was appointed as the second Wed-
ding Hostess when Jennifer Webb moved out-of-state last 
Spring. 

Funds earned by the weddings are deposited into         
Central’s General Fund.  

 

January 20, 27; February 3, 10, 17, 24, 9:30 AM-11:00 

AM: Wednesday Bible Study, Paul: To Live Is Christ. 

January 31: Exploring Ethics. Brian Andrew. 

January 31: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah. Fred 
Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

February 4, 10:00 AM: Book Club. The Lost Symbol. 
Led by Sue Poll. 

February 7: Viewing the Ecumenical Landscape. Rev. 
Peter Borgdorff. 

February 7: Continuation of The Bible and Handel’s 
Messiah. 

February 14: No second hour classes. 

February 14, 11:00 AM: Soup’s On. 

February 17: Ash Wednesday. 

February 21: Planning a Fruitful Mission Trip. Jay 
Harsevoort. 

February 21: Continuation of The Bible and Handel’s 

Messiah. 

February 28: My Name Is Asher Lev, by Chaim Potok. 
Dr. Louis Lotz. 

February 28: Continuation of The Bible and Handel’s 
Messiah. 

March 3-April 21: Wednesday Bible Study: Nehe-

miah: A Servant Leader. 

March: Sip and Nibble Begins. Sign-up in Atrium. 

March 7 and 14: Teacher-In-Residence. 

March 21: Reformed Standards. Rev. David Veldt. 

March 21: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah. Dr. Carol 

Bechtel. 

April 1: Maundy Thursday: Seder Meal and Worship 

with Communnion.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO PUT ON YOUR 

CALENDAR 

WEDDINGS 

 

 

 

From Sue’s “Carepage,” dated 1-20 and 
1-23: Sue had a bone marrow transplant 
on January 12, 2010. She experienced 
“mucositis,” a condition that caused her 
to experience problems with eating, talk-
ing, and swallowing. “I’ve started Neupo-

gen shots…. These will help my blood counts. I have also 
been low on platelets a couple of times, so I have had two 
platelet transfusions, and today I’m getting two bags of blood 
as well.”  

January 23: “My doctor was just in to see me…. He was 
very happy with my blood counts and how they are recover-
ing…. He thinks I might be able to be discharged next week-
back to my apartment. When the nurse comes back, I’m go-
ing to have to verify what he said so I know I wasn’t dream-
ing. Thanks for all of the prayers and messages!! Keep them 
coming!! 

UPDATE ON SUE VANESS 

 

 

 

Join a group of Centralites for fellowship, appetizers and 
beverages. 15-20 people are assigned to a group that 
meets two-three times during the Spring. It’s a great way to 
meet new friends and greet old ones. If you have questions, 
contact Linda Ballast, or lindaballast@comcast.net, or 975-
4448. Sign-up in the Atrium. Groups will be assigned at the 
beginning of March! 

SPRING SIP AND NIBBLE 

On Sunday, February 21, a me-
morial plaque will be dedicated in 
loving memory of, and in honor 
of, the seven members of Central 

Reformed Church who gave their lives in service to our 
country in World War I, World War II, and the Vietnam 
Conflict. World War I: Bernard Van’t Hof, Leon Van’t Hof, 
Sophia Haarman; World War II: James E. Keegstra, 
Corwin Bustraan, Raymond D. VerWys; Vietnam       
Conflict:Lawrence DeBoer.   

DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL PLANNED 



 LENT 2010                                                                                                    Photos by Greg Young, Dan Ballast                                                                                                                 

CENTRAL LIFE 

      

THE CENTRAL PULPIT 
 

  January 31: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching  
      Sermon-Depression: When the Bottom           
 Drops Out Of Your Soul 
      Scripture: Psalm 139: 1-18, Romans 8: 35-39 
      Joyful Noise Children’s Choir       
               
  February 7: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching 
       Sermon: The Great Pretender 
       Scripture: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
       Communion Served (Intinction) 

             
  February 14: Seminarian Nancy Claus, Preaching 
         No Sunday School 
         Soup’s On Luncheon 
          
  February 17: Ash Wednesday (12:00 Noon)     
       

  February 21: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching (Lent #1) 
         Sermon-Lenten Questions: Whom Do You Need To Comfort? 
         Scripture: Psalm 40: 1-8, II Samuel 11: 1-17, 12: 1-7     
      
  February 28: Youth Sunday (Lent #2) 
 
  March 7: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching (Lent #3) 
          Sermon-Lenten Questions: What Do You Need To Confess? 
          Scripture: Psalm 51: 1-17, I John 1: 5-10 
          Communion Served (Passing) 
          Jeanette Baas Teacher in Residence: Joel Tanis 
           
  March 14: Dr. Louis Lotz, Preaching (Lent #4) 
          Sermon: Lenten Questions: Where Do You Belong? 
          Scripture: Luke 15: 11-32 
          Jeanette Baas Teacher In Residence: Joel Tanis 
                      [Daylight Savings Time Begins] 
 

 LENT-RECOGNIZING                  

GOD’S PRESENCE  

By 

 

For a lot of Christians, Lent means self-denial. “What are 
you giving up for Lent?” But there’s more to it than that. 
We’ve all had the kind of Lent where we give something up-
cheesecake, alcohol, pizza, whatever-only to discover that 
this practice, however beneficial to our waistlines, bears 
little spiritual fruit in our lives. Lent’s purpose is to help us to 
recognize the presence of God in our world, and our lives. 

In my line of work, I see people bear heavy burdens and 
endure painful tribulations, yet often without any awareness 
of, or reliance on, the presence of God. It’s like watching a 
swimmer flounder in deep water while a life preserver is 
floating alongside. What we want to do in Lent is cultivate 
practices that help us recognize God’s saving presence 

alongside us, and within us. 

For example, if we give something 
up for Lent, our sacrifice should 
remind us that all the blessings we 
enjoy, and commonly take for 
granted, do not come from our own 
hands, but from a generous God. If 
we fast during Lent, our self-denial 
should help us remember that God 
gives us our daily bread, and even 
more, that “...man does not live 
by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God” (Mt. 4:4). If we 
dedicate ourselves during Lent to a 

regimen of prayer, our whole outlook will change, and we’ll 
begin to recognize how God is at work in the world and in 
our lives, and how His strength is our consolation in times 
of trial. If we commit ourselves during Lent to acts of mercy 
and charity, we’ll begin to recognize the face of Christ in 
those whom we serve, and love Him in them as we would 
love Him in person. Lent isn’t about senseless sacrifices; 
it’s about meaningful ones. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17, and con-
cludes on the Saturday of Holy Week. There will be a noon 
Ash Wednesday service at Central, an opportunity for you 
to begin the season with Scripture, prayer, and the tradi-
tional mark of ashes on the forehead. On Maundy Thurs-
day, there will be a Seder Meal, followed by our traditional 
Maundy Thursday Communion Service. The next day, 
Good Friday, folks from several downtown churches will 

 

gather at Central for the annual Community Good     
Friday Service. There will be worship every Sunday, of 
course, adult education classes, and visits from our 2010 
Jeanette Baas Teacher in Residence, Joel Tanis. I hope 
that you’ll take advantage of these opportunities, and that 
they will accomplish in you the purpose for which they are 
designed-to help you recognize the presence of God in 
your world, in your church, and in your life.  

 

February 22, 1861: M.L. Luten, 
Superintendent of Second   
Reformed Church’s Sunday 
School, leaves “...to fight for the 
preservation of the Union.” 

February 10, 1953: Central 
Reformed Church on Barclay and Fountain destroyed by 
fire.  

January 25, 1975: Prayer Chain formed. 

January 14, 1979: Children’s Bulletin introduced.  

February 19, 1989: First communion with children as 
participants.  

 



When their children 
reach the years beyond 
the elementary, the teen 
years, and even college, 
many parents are re-
lieved to move on with 
their lives. But, imagine 
the help, wisdom, knowl-
edge and advice that 
they have to share with 
those who are now    
experiencing the difficult 

job of raising their children in the Christian Faith. With or 
without children, please feel challenged to join the Chil-
dren’s Ministry Team, and/or to offer your help with the 
nurseries, worship centers, or Walk With Me Program.  

This Spring, when “Balloon Sunday” arrives, take a  
balloon? Your help is needed.  

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM 

 

“Let the Chil-

dren come unto 

me.” 

Panel from the 

Leenhout    

Window 

 

 

On Sunday, March 7 and Sunday, March 14, we will wel-
come artist Joel Schoon Tanis as our 2010 Teacher In 
Residence. Adult Education classes, our children, and our 
youth will be involved in discussing the role that faith plays 
in the arts. Joel will include the themes that art is communi-
cation, that art should play a vital role in telling our faith sto-
ries, and that in many ways the Christian community often 
falls short in the area of the arts. In the process, he gives 
good and bad examples of the integration of art and faith.  

Joel will engage all of us in the artistic process by helping 
us create a congregational painting that will be “rooted” in 
Scripture.  

On the evening of Sunday, March 7, Joel will join us at an 
intergenerational event (including children) where he will 
share some basic ideas about being creative, such as       
doodling and brainstorming about the stages of a story. 
Joel loves to see things through the eyes of children, and 
often uses wildlife to take a fresh look at faith images. 

Joel is a celebrated painter who has shown his work 
around the United States and as far away as Nairobi, 
Kenya, where he presented an art show to raise money for 
the African Fund for Endangered Wildlife. His murals can 
be found in many schools, children’s hospitals and  

“CREATIVITY AND FAITH” 
TEACHER IN RESIDENCE 

MARCH 7 &14 

churches. As an illustrator, Joel has contributed to more 
than half dozen books for children. Most notably, he illus-
trated the New International  Reader’s Version Kids 
Study Bible for Zondervan Publishing Company. He won 
the “Moonbeam Children’s Book Award” for his book, 
Swing!, and his latest book is, The One, The Only Mag-
nificent Me!, by Mackinac Island Press. Joel also is the 
creator and writer of the award-winning Come On Over! A 
children’s television program that has won two Telly 
Awards and 12 regional Emmy Awards.  

 

For many years, Central has led our students into making a public 
profession of faith through a class called “The Journey”, which 
met weekly for 3 months.  This year, we shifted to a single 
weekend retreat, to minimize the time commitment, and simul-
taneously increase the intensity of “the Journey”. 

The new format helped students to grow as the Body of 
Christ, growing closer to one another AS they grew closer 
to God.  It was a great experience, both meaningful & fun. 

 And yet…  It was only a single weekend.  It was an 
event.  We were intentional in deciding to run the pro-
gram that way this year, but condensing the Journey 
made it necessary to spend a little extra time on the fact 
that a life of faith is not something that can be “arrived 
at”, but something that must always be striven for.  A life 
of faith is a lifetime of seeking without ceasing. 

Have you ever wished it were possible to “arrive” at a 
point in our faith life where we could quit expending ef-
fort and still bring Him glory?  I have.  However I cannot 
even imagine that possibility.  The very nature of a Chris-
tian is that he/she is proactive in love of God, and proac-
tive in serving others out of love for God. 

In discussing this concept in terms of our Reformed tradition, 
one might explain that we are: “always reformed, and always 
re-forming.”  You BET we are...and may we be joyfully so! 

His boy...todd <>< 
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Custer Workplace Interiors 



January 31, 2010: Exploring     
Ethics, Led by Brian Andrew Con-
tinuing discussion of Christian Ethics 

January 31, 2010: The Bible and 
Handel’s Messiah, Led by Fred 
Overeem and Tim Elzinga. A    se-
ries of Bible studies from the text      
of this famous musical work.   

 

February 7, 2010: Viewing the Ecumenical Landscape, 
Led by Rev. Peter Borgdorff, World Communion of        
Reformed Churches. 

The WCRC is a new network of the RCA and eleven other 
Presbyterian, Congregational, and Reformed Denomina-
tions that will form in June of this year. 

February 7, 2010: Continuation of The Bible and Han-

del’s Messiah, Led by Fred Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

 

February 14, 2010: No Classes.  Winter Break. 

 

February 21, 2010: Planning a Fruitful Mission Trip, 
Led by Jay Harsevoort. 

A mission trip can bless those who serve as much or more 
than those being served.  

February 21, 2010: Continuation of The Bible and Han-

del’s Messiah, Led by Fred Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

 

February 28, 2010: My Name is Asher Lev, by Chaim 
Potok, a book discussion led by Dr. Louis Lotz. This best-
selling story has been an inspiration to our Teacher in 
Residence.  

February 28, 2010: Continuation of The Bible and Han-

del’s Messiah, Led by Fred Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

 

March 7, 2010: Teacher in Residence. Joel Tanis. 

March 14, 2010: Teacher in Residence. Joel Tanis. 

 

March 21, 2010: Reformed Standards, Led by Rev. 
David Veldt. For newer RCA members. A discussion of the 
theological standards of the Reformed Faith. 

March 21, 2010: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah, Led 
by Dr. Carol Bechtel. 

Dr. Bechtel is Professor of Old Testament at Western 
Theological Seminary, Past President of the RCA and  
author of this Bible Study Series.  

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

January 20, 2010 

       through    

February 24, 2010 

Paul: To Live is Christ. 

This study offers an in-
teresting overview of 

Paul’s life and witness, using Scriptures from Acts and 
several Pauline epistles. The study ties the lessons to con-
temporary issues by making connections with news items, 
snippets from poetry and music, stories and quotations 
about people, and challenging questions/suggestions  
about our own behavior in a modern/secular society. 

March 3, 2010 through April 21, 2010: Nehemiah: A 

Servant Leader.  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

9:30-11:00 A.M. 

 

 

 

The next Book Club will be on 
Thursday, February 4, 2010 at 
10:00 A.M. Sue Poll will lead a 
discussion on the book, The 
Lost Symbol, by Dan Brown. 
Call Sue if you have any ques-
tions (745-1947) 

BOOK CLUB 

 

LET’S EAT! SOUP’S ON-SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

Join your church family for a mid-winter soup lunch. Come 
to Fellowship Hall at 11:00 AM to 
eat five piping-hot nourishing soups 
with crackers. What can you bring? 
If your name begins with A-L, bring 
a dessert; if your last name begins 
with M-Z, bring a salad. Baskets will 
be available for our donation to de-
fray expenses. Sign-up in the 
Atrium.  

 

 

Join Sue Poll and Linda Ballast for two exciting perform-
ances: Friday, September 24, Shakespeare’s As You 
Like It, and Saturday afternoon, September 25, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Evita. The cost will be $325, and includes 
transportation, the two performances, lodging (with a buf-
fet breakfast), the bus driver tip, a box lunch on the way 
there and a box supper on the way home. $100 holds your 
seat. Talk with Sue Poll, suepoll@gmail.com, 866-2280, or 
Linda Ballast, lindaballast@comcast.net, 975-4448.  

 

STRATFORD 2010 



 

  

 

Seven weddings were performed 
at Central in 2009, with the first of 
2010 performed on January 2, 
2010. One of the weddings was of 
a member of Central. Both of the 
Wedding Hostesses report that 
the experience so far has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Almost 
all of the families have been gra-
cious, complementary of our 
church, and impressed with the 

treatment they have received from staff.  

Four weddings have been scheduled so far for 2010, and 
more are in the process of being scheduled.  

Central’s Wedding Hostesses are Jennifer Andrew and 
Diana Snoeyer. Diana was appointed as the second Wed-
ding Hostess when Jennifer Webb moved out-of-state last 
Spring. 

Funds earned by the weddings are deposited into         
Central’s General Fund.  

 

January 20, 27; February 3, 10, 17, 24, 9:30 AM-11:00 

AM: Wednesday Bible Study, Paul: To Live Is Christ. 

January 31: Exploring Ethics. Brian Andrew. 

January 31: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah. Fred 
Overeem and Tim Elzinga. 

February 4, 10:00 AM: Book Club. The Lost Symbol. 
Led by Sue Poll. 

February 7: Viewing the Ecumenical Landscape. Rev. 
Peter Borgdorff. 

February 7: Continuation of The Bible and Handel’s 
Messiah. 

February 14: No second hour classes. 

February 14, 11:00 AM: Soup’s On. 

February 17: Ash Wednesday. 

February 21: Planning a Fruitful Mission Trip. Jay 
Harsevoort. 

February 21: Continuation of The Bible and Handel’s 

Messiah. 

February 28: My Name Is Asher Lev, by Chaim Potok. 
Dr. Louis Lotz. 

February 28: Continuation of The Bible and Handel’s 
Messiah. 

March 3-April 21: Wednesday Bible Study: Nehe-

miah: A Servant Leader. 

March: Sip and Nibble Begins. Sign-up in Atrium. 

March 7 and 14: Teacher-In-Residence. 

March 21: Reformed Standards. Rev. David Veldt. 

March 21: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah. Dr. Carol 

Bechtel. 

April 1: Maundy Thursday: Seder Meal and Worship 

with Communnion.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO PUT ON YOUR 

CALENDAR 

WEDDINGS 

 

 

 

From Sue’s “Carepage,” dated 1-20 and 
1-23: Sue had a bone marrow transplant 
on January 12, 2010. She experienced 
“mucositis,” a condition that caused her 
to experience problems with eating, talk-
ing, and swallowing. “I’ve started Neupo-

gen shots…. These will help my blood counts. I have also 
been low on platelets a couple of times, so I have had two 
platelet transfusions, and today I’m getting two bags of blood 
as well.”  

January 23: “My doctor was just in to see me…. He was 
very happy with my blood counts and how they are recover-
ing…. He thinks I might be able to be discharged next week-
back to my apartment. When the nurse comes back, I’m go-
ing to have to verify what he said so I know I wasn’t dream-
ing. Thanks for all of the prayers and messages!! Keep them 
coming!! 

UPDATE ON SUE VANESS 

 

 

 

Join a group of Centralites for fellowship, appetizers and 
beverages. 15-20 people are assigned to a group that 
meets two-three times during the Spring. It’s a great way to 
meet new friends and greet old ones. If you have questions, 
contact Linda Ballast, or lindaballast@comcast.net, or 975-
4448. Sign-up in the Atrium. Groups will be assigned at the 
beginning of March! 

SPRING SIP AND NIBBLE 

On Sunday, February 21, a me-
morial plaque will be dedicated in 
loving memory of, and in honor 
of, the seven members of Central 

Reformed Church who gave their lives in service to our 
country in World War I, World War II, and the Vietnam 
Conflict. World War I: Bernard Van’t Hof, Leon Van’t Hof, 
Sophia Haarman; World War II: James E. Keegstra, 
Corwin Bustraan, Raymond D. VerWys; Vietnam       
Conflict:Lawrence DeBoer.   

DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL PLANNED 


