EPIPHANY SUNDAY
January 9, 2011

Prelude:
Noël of the Magi




                  Balbastre

Introit: 

From heaven above to earth we come, to bring good news to every home;



Glad tidings of great joy we bring, whereof we now will say and sing.




Glory to God in highest heaven, who unto us His Son is given;




While angels sing with pious mirth a glad new year to all the earth.

Call to Worship

*Hymn  No. 63
As With Gladness Men of Old



          DIX

*Prayer of Confession:  (unison)
God of Grace, such is the nature of life that we easily become tired. Tired of the journeys we set out on. Tired of the long-term commitments we make. Tired of trying. Tired of caring. Such is the nature of life that we easily become weary: the battles we win don't stay won, and no sooner do we climb one mountain than there is another. We get weary of wandering, weary of struggling. Forgive us, O God, when we give up and give in. Renew us, we pray, and refresh us, body and soul. Give us the eyes to see the Promised Land you are calling us to. Give to us a new vitality, a new confidence, and a new commitment, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*Assurance of Pardon

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                       And also with you.
Welcome and Announcements

First Lesson:  Numbers 6:22-27 (page 109)                                                             Sue Poll

One: 
The Word of the Lord.


All:
Thanks be to God.

*please stand if you able         
     
Children’s Moment:  Epiphany Sunday Collection of Blankets for In The Image 

Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel
 and then be dismissed to their Worship Centers or return to their families in the pews.
*Hymn  No. 66
   We Three Kings (stanza 5)                   THREE KINGS OF ORIENT
Second Lesson:   Matthew 3: 13-17 (page 784)


One:   The Word of the Lord.



All:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Will Somebody Please Bless Me?                   Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  The Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A #1 


Leader:
What is your only comfort in life and in death?

People:  That I belong - body and soul, in life and in death – not to myself, but to 
my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for 
all my sins, and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he 
protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall 
from my head; indeed, that everything must fit His purpose for my salvation. 
Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life, and makes me 
wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him.
*Hymn  No. 68  
What Star is This, With Beams So Bright           PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts

Offertory Anthem                   Thou Must Leave Thy Lowly Dwelling


      Berlioz







        (from L’Enfance du Christ)

Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare, Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share; Loving father, loving mother, shelter Thee with tender care! Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee with humble love and holy fear, in the land that lies before Thee, forget not us who linger here! May the shepherd’s lowly calling ever to Thy heart be dear! Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! Guard ye well your Heavenly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! God go with you, God protect you; guide you safely through the wild!
*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication:



       Deacon Stephen Cornelius

    Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 


    Praise Him all creatures here below;


    Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 


    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 


                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 67
 Brightest & Best of the Stars of the Morning
         MORNING STAR
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,
Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…Jesus is Lord!
*Choral Response
   *Postlude


                 
             
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz

Director of Music: Brian Bartusch
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