THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 23, 2011

Prelude
Prelude in C Major                                               J.S. Bach

Introit: 

Lord Jesus Christ, be present now, our hearts in true devotion bow;




Thy spirit send with grace divine, and let Thy truth within us shine.




Unseal our lips to sing Thy praise; our souls to Thee in worship raise;

Make strong our faith, increase our light, that we may know thy name aright.

Call to Worship

*Hymn  No. 75
O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair
                      DEO GRACIAS


        


*Prayer of Confession  (Based on Psalm 51) 
Leader: 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love, according to your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions.

People:  
I am not the person I should be. Even worse, I am not the person I could be. I have hungered after that which does not satisfy. I have compromised with evil.

Leader:
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

I have been eager to get, reluctant to give; full of good intentions, slow to fulfill them. I have looked back to where I was, instead of looking forward to where I could be.

Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence, and blameless in your judgment.

I have grieved you and hurt others. I have doubted your care, mistrusted your providence, ignored your commandments, and underrated your forgiveness.

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, and put a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your holy spirit from me.

I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, and make of me something new, something bold, something Christlike, for his sake. Amen

*please stand if you are able
*Assurance of Pardon

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                     And also with you.
Welcome and Announcements
First Lesson:  Ruth 1: 15-18  (p. 210)                                                       Heather Hoezee

One: 
The Word of the Lord.


All:
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Minute:  Mission Project: Kidz of Katissa, Niarobi             Marybeth Timmer

Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel and then be dismissed to their Worship Centers or return to their families in the pews.
Second Lesson:   1 Corinthians 7: 12-16 (p.930)


One:   The Word of the Lord.



All:    Thanks be to God.
Sermon           Marriage: I Love You, You’re Perfect. Now Change           Dr. Louis Lotz

*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)                                     


I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 


And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 


I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 179        God, is My Strong Salvation       CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEBEN
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts

Offertory Anthem                  The Heavens are Declaring                                 Beethoven
The heavens are declaring the Lord’s endless glory. Through all the earth His praise is found. The seas re-echo the marvelous story. O man repeat that glorious sound. The starry host He orders and measures, He fills the morning’s golden springs: He wakes the sun from his night curtained slumbers, O man adore the King of Kings. What power and splendor, and wisdom and order in nature’s mighty plan unrolled! Through space and time to infinity’s border, what wonders vast and manifold. The earth is His, and the heavens o’er it bending, the Maker in His works behold! He is, and will be, through ages unending, a God of strength and love untold.

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication:



            Deacon Mark Bulthuis

    Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below;


    Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 


                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 343
            Called as Partners in Christ’s Service               BEECHER
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,
Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…Jesus is Lord!
*Choral Response
 *Postlude




Trumpet Tune                                                  Stanley

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching:  Dr. Louis Lotz

Director of Music:  Brian Bartusch
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