          LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
   Communion

    March 6, 2011

Prelude                                     Vater Unser im Himmelreich                                    BÖhm

     (based on Hymn # 590)

Introit: 


We sing as we arise today! We call on our Creator’s might;









The will of God to be our guide, the eye of God to be our sight.









The word of God to be our speech, the hand of God to be our stay;









The shield of God to be our strength, the path of God to be our way.

Call to Worship
*Hymn  No. 75                    O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair                         DEO GRACIAS      
*Prayer of Confession: (responsive)
Leader:
Have mercy upon us, O God, for forgetting and neglecting the divine image with us. From deadly sins of the soul; from pride and anger; from envy and avarice; from gluttony, lust and sloth:

People:
Good Lord, deliver us.
Leader:
From lying and slander; from gossip and back-biting; from cruelty and injustice; from harsh judgments and an unwillingness to forgive;

People:  Good Lord, deliver us.

Leader:
From selfishness and mean-spiritedness; from wicked thoughts and unholy desires; from faithlessness and the quenching of the Spirit:

People:  Good Lord, deliver us.

Leader:
Almighty God, who has promised to hear the prayers of those who come to you in honesty and penitence, forgive us our sins, that we might begin our lives anew, fresh and clean, here and now, through Jesus Christ.

All:        Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*please stand if you are able

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                        And also with you.
Welcome and Announcements
Children’s Moment:                           Let Us Pray                                  Marybeth Timmer
Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel and then be dismissed to their Worship Centers or return to their families in the pews.
Scripture Reading:  Luke 11: 5-13 (p. 845) and  Luke 18: 1-8 (p.853) 

One:   The Word of the Lord.


All:    Thanks be to God.
Sermon                       I Pray and I Pray and Nothing Happens                    Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Q & A #1, Heidelberg Catechism (responsively)
One: 
What is your only comfort in life and in death?

All:  
That I belong - body and soul, in life and in death – not to myself, but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins, and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit His purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him.

Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem                          Golgotha in Bethlehem                                       Dengler          

A cross within the wooden manger, a thorn within each piece of straw, a traitor in each kneeling stranger, a tomb within a cattle stall. Swaddling clothes, a linen shroud, angel choirs, an angry crowd. Each Gloria a requiem, Golgotha in Bethlehem. The joy and passion intertwining, at the moment of the Savior’s birth; and as the star was brightly shining, the shadow of a cross fell on the earth.

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Communion Prayer (first half)

The Lord be with you.


       And also with you.


Lift up your hearts!


       We lift them up to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


        For it is holy and right to do so!

Holy and right it is… With your whole Church on earth and with all

the company of heaven we worship and adore your glorious name.

Sanctus No. 581 
  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                               
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Communion Prayer (second half)
Words of Institution
Communion Thanksgiving:  Psalm 103
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And all that is within me, bless his holy name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And do not forget all his benefits.

Who forgives all your iniquity,

Who heals all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the pit,

Who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

Nor reward us according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him.
As far as the East is from the West,

So far does he remove our transgressions from us.

As a father pities his children,

So the Lord pities those who fear him;

Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give


 us all things with him.

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord,


     


From this time forth and forever more. Amen
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 


                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 389
                        O Jesus, I Have Promised                               NYLAND
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,
Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…
Jesus is Lord!
*Choral Response

*Postlude                            





                 
             
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching: Dr. Louis Lotz
Director of Music: Brian Bartusch
Accompanist:  Joy Eckstein
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