     EASTER SUNDAY
    April 24, 2011

Pre-Service Music:

Prelude to ‘Te Deum Laudamus’


         Charpentier/Thompson


My Spirit Be Joyful (from Cantata 140)


                     J.S. Bach


The Trumpet Shall Sound (Messiah)


                                  Handel

Choral Introit:
Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth her song begin;




The round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein;




He is risen! He is risen! Christ the Lord is risen,




Our joy that hath no end!

Call to Worship (responsively)
Leader:
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever.
People:
Now is Christ risen from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Leader: 
For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality.
People: 
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

Leader:  
This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
People: 
The Kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever. 
-Psalm 107:1;  I Corinthians 15:20, 53, 55;  Psalm 118:24; Revelation 11: 15
*please stand if you are able
*Hymn






                                  DUKE STREET
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                    (used by permission CCLI License #29315)
*Prayer of Confession: (responsively)

Gracious God, who raises the dead, forgive us for that cynicism and hopelessness with which we view ourselves and our world.  Forgive us for assuming that the way things are is the way they always must be.  Forgive us for walking with our heads down, thereby missing all the stars that could have been ours. Roll away the stone from the door where our fondest hopes lie buried, we pray.  Lift up our heads and our hearts with visions of what might be.  Forgive us, that we might begin our lives anew, fresh and clean, here and now, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
                                        And also with you.
Welcome and Announcements
Children’s Moment                     How Can This Be?                       Marybeth Timmer                                                                                    

Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the 
Chancel for the Children’s Moment and then attend Worship Centers
or return to their families in the pew.
Handbell Anthem                           Easter Triumph                                         Frizzell

Scripture Reading:  John 20: 1-16 (p. 882)

One:   The Word of the Lord.


All:    Thanks be to God.
Anthem                                       Easter Rejoicing                                               Biery
Rejoice, you hosts of heavenly saints, O sing, exultant choirs of angels, sound the trumpet of salvation, our Christ from death has arisen! Be joyful, O ye people, for with the whole Church humankind joins all creation newly resplendent in Christ’s illumination: Acclaim him source and fulfillment, O Risen One! Be enlightened, Jerusalem, God’s glory has risen upon you: O divine, beloved, sweetest voice, hope confirmed through resurrection. May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. Paschal Christ, Wisdom, word and Light from Light, bread of life, may we dwell with you always: Alleluia!

Sermon                               Easter Happens in the Dark                              Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed (in unison)                                     


I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 


And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Hymn No. 119                             The Strife Is O’er                                            VICTORY 

                                       (stanza 3 – Chancel Choir only)     
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem                   Praises to the Risen Christ                                    Martin
Alleluia! Now Christ is risen from the dead! O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The strife is over, the battle done; now is the victor’s triumph won; now is the song of praise begun. The powers of hell have done their worst, but Christ their legions hath dispersed; let shouts of holy joy outburst, Alleluia! The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead: All glory to our risen Head. Alleluia!

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication



           Deacon Fred Overeem

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
 Praise Him all creatures here below;

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 


                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn  No. 123                       Jesus Christ is Risen Today                             EASTER HYMN  
Members of the congregation who wish to join the Chancel Choir for the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus are invited to come forward during the singing of this hymn. Music will be provided.
*Benediction:
Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,
Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that…Jesus is Lord!
*Postlude                              Hallelujah Chorus (from Messiah)                              Handel   
                                                  Toccata (from Symphony V)     
                                                       WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Preaching: Dr. Louis Lotz
Director of Music: Brian Bartusch

Director of Children’s Ministries: Marybeth Timmer
Thank you to our special instrumentalists who are with us this morning:




Trumpeters:

Pamela Smitter-Baker








Charley Lea





Trombonists:
Joseph Mason








Robert Ward





Timpanist:

Andrew Spencer
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