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REFLECTION 

 
A hymn of joy today we raise 
For ministries and gifts; 
For all the ways you bid us join 
Your cloud of witnesses. 
  
Your faithful life, O Christ, inspires; 
Your brokenness makes whole; 
Your resurrection calls us forth 
And opens long-closed doors. 
  
For all the saints whose lives shine forth 
As templates of your grace, 
We give you thanks and pledge our lives 
In gratitude to trace. 
  
Our world cries out to hear your name; 
The Church in mission risks, 
As men and women join to serve 
For such a time as this. 
  

―Carol Bechtel, For Such a Time as This  



 
 
 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 MAY 16, 2021 
9:30 am 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

GATHERING IN LOVE 
 

The prelude is a call for personal preparation for the worship of God.  

 
 

Prelude   “Partita on ‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name’” (Wayne Wold) 
   “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” (arr. Jason W. Krug) 
   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (arr. Jason W. Krug)  
    
The Chimes 
 
 
Welcome  
 
 
Votum, Call to Worship  
 

Leader:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
People:      Amen.  
Leader:      There are different spiritual gifts, but the same spirit. 
People:      There are many of us, but the same Spirit who gives to us all. 
 Leader:      There are different ministries, and the same Lord. 
People:      There are many places for us to serve, but the same Lord who calls to each 
  of us. 
Leader:      There are different opportunities, but the same God who creates them. 
People:      There are many of us, and one God who calls and equips each for service. 
Leader:      We come into God’s presence where God has made a place for us. 
People:      Whether in the desert or the sanctuary, we journey in the presence of God, 
  and we do not journey alone. 
Leader:      Because everyone is invited to worship and everyone is welcome to use their gifts to 
  serve the kingdom.  
People:      Let us worship God! 
 
 

 
*Hymn   “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” (see end of order of worship for music) 
    
    
*Salutation  
 

Leader:  Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from 
the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

People:      Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 



*Hymn  “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  (verses 1 and 4) 



*Invitation to Confession (Psalm 1:6)  
 

 The Lord watches over all our ways, so let us put our trust in God’s grace and pray together the prayer of 
 confession.  
 
 
*Prayer of Confession (John 17:15, 17)  

 

O God, though you call us to delight in your teachings, we can be cynical and full of doubt. 
We are hesitant witnesses to your power from on high and, at times, uncertain of your 
presence in our lives. While we sing of your lordship over all creation, too often we act as 
though you are powerless. Do not judge us, we pray, but heal us and restore us to you. 
Guard and protect us from evil, and sanctify us in truth that we may live in the joy of your 
salvation; in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 
 
*Assurance of Pardon  
 

The promise of God is to guard our lives and free us from that which separates us from God and one an-
other. That promise comes true now. The God of our Lord Jesus Christ blesses us and calls us kingdom 
people. Forgiven, redeemed, and restored, we will show everyone, through the lives we lead, what God 
has done...because in Jesus Christ it has been done for us; it is being done for us; and it will be done for 
us. Hear this, believe this, and in your hearing and believing know God’s peace. And now with joy, let us 
share that peace with one another. 

 
 
*Peace   

 

Leader:          The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:        And also with you. 

 
 

 
LISTENING IN EXPECTATION 

 
 
First Lesson   Psalm 1 (page 424)   
  

Leader:            The Word of the Lord. 
 People:          Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Children’s Moment  “Jesus Goes Home” from The Beginner’s Bible 
 
 
Hymn    “He Is Lord” (see end of order of worship for music) 
 
 
Second Lesson  Genesis 12:1-3 (page 8)  

 

Leader:            The Word of the Lord. 
 People:          Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sermon   “Blessing” 
   Dr. Han-luen Kantzer Komline 
 
 
Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  “I Will Be Your God”  
 



RESPONDING IN FAITH 
 

   
*Affirmation of Faith: Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 1  

 

 Leader:   What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 
 People:       That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death— 
                     to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
                 He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me 

   free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way 
   that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heav-
   en; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 

 
                     Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal 

   life  and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for 
   him. 

 
 
Announcements 
 
 
*Doxology (#592) 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
 
A Litany and Prayer in Honor of Women Here and Around the World (adapted from Stacey Cole  
 Wilson)  

 

Leader:          During today’s litany and prayer, we honor women who serve God here and around the  
                       world. We also lift to God our neighboring faith communities and their leaders. Today 
  we are praying for co-pastors Karen Campbell and Andrew Mead, the staff, and con-
  gregration of Church of the Servant Christian Reformed Church.  
  The Lord be with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
  
Leader:            Let us pray. 
                     With holy reverence, oh God, we remember irreplaceable women. We honor those who 
  nurtured us and taught us to honor and to love you. 
People:       May their example of Christian faith help transform us into your image. 
 
Leader:            We honor women who feed the hungry, clothe the naked, befriend the lonely, and com-
  fort the comfortless. We bless them for unselfishly loving your people as you love us. 
People:        May you continue to meet their needs as they minister to others. 
 
Leader:            We honor women suffering the loss of loved ones, whether in hospitals or in war zones  
                     and for all who grieve and see no end to grieving. 
People:       May you, O God, comfort them with your Word, both spoken and blessed.  
 
Leader:           We honor women who will bear your sons and daughters, and with those who will never 
  bear children, but will yet serve as mothers to many. 
People:      May you shelter them and the children they nurture under the shadow of 
  your loving presence. 
 
Leader:          We honor our sisters throughout the world who need your spiritual, economic, and 
  physical healing. 
People:     May you meet their needs, O Holy One, according to your riches in glory, we 
  pray. 



Leader:         Bounteous God, thank you for the lives of women in ministry to your people, serving as 
  pastors, elders, and deacons. 
People:     May you sanctify and further their work in service to you. 
  
Leader:          We bless all who wept for us, rejoiced with us, wiped our tears, prayed for us, and 
  laughed with us. 
People:     We give you thanks for their lives. 
  
Leader:         We honor all the women who have gone before us, both named and unnamed. 
People:    We give you thanks, O God. 
 
Leader:         We bless all those who undauntedly sacrificed for us. May their memory be to us a bless-
  ing. 
People:    We give you thanks, O God. 

  
Leader:       Loving God, long ago, faithful women proclaimed the good news of Jesus’ resurrection, 
  and the world was changed forever. Holy One, consecrate this day for your glory as we 
  honor all those who stand alongside and for these women of God. We bless all those who 
  encourage them to dream, who bring out the best in them, who help them bear  
  their burdens, and who love them rightly.    
 
                God who turns deep darkness into morning and daylight into night, we remember the 
  many needs of your church and your world. We lift to you our prayers especially for… 
  Surround them with your healing presence. We pray also for those in mourning. Be es-
  pecially with… Enfold them in your loving arms and give them comfort.  
 
                We pray too that you will be with this family of faith. Encourage each of us to give our 
  utmost to you. For it is here that God breathes upon us the Holy Spirit, knitting many 
  members into one body; the body of Christ. In the name of the Triune God―the one 
  who created us, parents us, who redeems, and empowers us forever. We pray with confi-
  dence, saying together the prayer our Lord taught us… 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTING IN JOY 
 
 
*Hymn   “Go to the World!” (verses 1, 2, and 4)  



*Charge  
 

Leader:  Whoever you are, wherever you go in God’s wide world,  
  Whatever happens to you of good or ill, always remember that . . .  
People:  Jesus is Lord! 
 
Leader:  As you go from here, remember this: 
                       The same power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead 
                       and placed all things under his authority— 
                       this same power is at work within you 
                       and in all who believe. 
People:       Praise God! 
 
 

Postlude  “Voluntary on ENGELBERG” (Robert A. Hobby)  
 

At the conclusion of the service, please leave your pew as you feel led to do so, remembering to observe  
social distancing protocols as you depart. You may exit through the atrium or narthex.  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”  



 
Central Reformed Church 

10 College Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 

616.456.1773 
centralreformedchurch.org 

 

Connecting all people to God and to one another through scripture, sacrament, song, and service.  

“He Is Lord” (verses 1 and 4)   
 
 


